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Thomas Oden is Henry Anson Buttz Professor of Theology and Ethics 
Emeritus at The Theological School and the Graduate School of Drew 
University, a chair he held from 1980 to 2004. He is a senior editor of 
Christianity Today. The general editor of the Ancient Christian Commentary on 
Scripture (InterVarsity Press), Oden's many other books include, most 
recently, Turning Around the Mainline and The Rebirth of Orthodoxy. 
 
Oden holds degrees from the University of Oklahoma, Perkins School of 
Theology at Southern Methodist University and Yale University. He was also 
honored with a Doctor of Letters from Asbury College. Professor Oden’s long 
teaching career includes positions at Yale University, Southern Methodist 
University, Phillips University, Texas Medical School, Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Claremont School of 
Theology, The General Theological Seminary, and Drew University. He also 
held positions at Ruprecht-Karls Universität in Heidelberg, Germany, the 
Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland, and Moscow State University. 
 
Throughout his career, Oden has also served in many professional and 
political organizations, including the American Theological Society, American 
Academy of Religion, Phi Beta Kappa, American Society for Christian Ethics, 
Rotary Club, Americans for Democratic Action, World Federalist Movement 
and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He 
observed the Vatican Council II (1965) and participated in the White House 
Conference on Urban Initiatives (1985), peace walks, demonstrations, and 
many other religious and political conferences.  He is an ordained elder in the 
United Methodist Church. Oden lives in his native Oklahoma.   
 
 

 


