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Tracing humility through Scripture, Dennis Edwards addresses common areas of leadership
failure, applies biblical texts on humility to multiethnic ministry and justice work, and issues a
compelling challenge to the church. Humility is not a tactic, and it's not just “being nice.” It's a

the biblical path back fo revolutionary path to follow the footsteps of Jesus.
christian character

Recovering an Essential Biblical Virtue

“Dennis Edwards eloquently writes that the (all-but-extinct) virtue of humility ‘brings truth’s light by throwing back the shutters
of arrogance and opening the window of curiosity.” Similarly, this wonderful book—by someone who embodies its subject—
offers a window into the multifaceted Christian identity marker of humility before God and others, throwing back the shutters of
distortion and misunderstanding. Well-researched, wise, and highly readable, this is a timely book for all Christians in an age of
competition, self-promotion, and division.”

—Michael J. Gorman, Raymond E. Brown Professor of Biblical Studies and Theology at St. Mary's Seminary & University in
Baltimore, Maryland

“In Humility llluminated, Dennis R. Edwards elevates the practice and power of humility as a central indicator of a sincere Christ-
follower. In providing a careful exploration of the complexities of humility, Edwards gives his readers a grounded trajectory to
follow that is both fresh and robust, leading to faithful practice. Infused with astute biblical analysis and proficient pastoral
experience, Edwards is a practitioner of humility who the church ought to follow.”

—Rose Lee-Norman, executive pastor at Sanctuary Covenant Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and adjunct professor of
reconciliation studies at Bethel University

“In Humility llluminated, Dennis R. Edwards challenges us to move beyond the trappings of church and live into the example of
Jesus. This book serves as an invitation to let American competitiveness fall by the wayside as we embrace the humble posture
of the marginalized among us. Sitting with these words reminds us that if Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, humility is the
safest path to godly community.”

—R. G. A. "Trey" Ferguson, cohost of Three Black Men podcast and author of Theologizin’ Bigger

“"Edwards points out that Christian humility is not episodic but a whole way of life, a vital necessity for the life of discipleship.
Humility is much misunderstood and misapplied as self-hatred, as ‘humble bragging,’ as passivity. Edwards strikingly paints a
picture of Jesus-centered humility as singular devotion to God, a posture of peacemaking with others, and the quiet power to
seek justice for everyone made in God's image. By the end of the book, it dawned on me, humility is maturity.”

—Nijay K. Gupta, professor of New Testament at Northern Seminary

“Qur ultracompetitive culture encourages us to outstrip others in quests for social status and prestige, and these temptations
affect individual Christians and the ethos of church communities. In Humility llluminated, Dennis Edwards provides a rich
treatment of how Scripture prizes humility as both internal disposition and social practice. He draws on his many years of
pastoral experience to wisely counsel readers on how to follow Jesus in the way of humility, which enriches our common
humanity, connects us intimately to others, and generates hope.”

—Timothy Gombis, author of Power in Weakness: Paul’s Transformed Vision for Ministry
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