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James Sire Introduces the Christian Faith
I was riding my pony early one summer evening, driving the milk cows from the high
pasture back to the ranch in the valley below. I must have been ten years old. Far away three
huge thunderclouds began pushing their heads higher and higher over the western horizon.
The declining sun was hidden. The air turned cool and electric. I was half a mile from home
and struck with the awesome sensation that I was being pursued by the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost.
From such experiences of the “holy” stemmed my early interest in the Christian faith.
Hardly biblical, but a start. A few years later, with a bit better grasp on the good news of
Jesus Christ, I became a Christian.
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Even after this I felt uncertain about my faith for years. I didn’t doubt that God was real. I
knew that he had done something new in my life. But I couldn’t explain what Christianity
was all about. I didn’t know where to begin. I didn’t know where to end. And I didn’t know
what went in between.
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It took many years for these matters to become clear in my own mind. Now I realize that in
explaining the good news we can start anywhere. We can begin with a deep philosophic
issue (like the problem of evil) or with the simple, longing cry of a hurting father wondering
why his son has played the prodigal. We can begin with the wonders of the star-studded
universe, the beauty of a mountain lake, or the corruption of city government, the decadence
of Broadway in San Francisco, or even the flight of two 767s into the World Trade Center
buildings of New York.
Of course, the story really begins with God. But the feeling that we need to hear such a story
begins with us. And that’s where this book begins—with our wonderment about who we are
as men and women.

or group use, this is the ideal first

—Adapted from the preface

book for seekers and believers who
want to understand the central
teachings of the Bible.
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