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“ W hat D oes It Mean to
Tru ly Fl ouris h?”

“This book challenged me to think authentically as a leader and to bring my real self into the work
of leadership. Andy Crouch offers a simple yet profound framework that examines the important
relationship between authority and vulnerability. . . . Strong and Weak is an empowering guide for
anyone who seeks to live against a culture of safety and into a life of meaning ful risk and flourishing.”
—J e n a L e e N a r d e ll a

cofounder, Blood:Water, author of One Thousand Wells

press kit

“I am not a philosopher or a scholar
of any sort; I am a journalist, and
my job as a journalist is to do my
best to make complicated things
clear, quickly, for people who could
be doing something else.”
A n dy C rouch

from the introduction of Playing God

“On e of
Chr ist i a nit y ’ s
most c ompel ling
v isiona r ies on
cu lt u r e .”
— R u s s e ll D . M o o r e

Andy Crouch (MDiv, Boston University School
of Theology) is executive editor of Christianity Today and
the author of books such as Culture Making and Playing God.
Andy serves on the governing boards of Fuller Theological
Seminary and Equitas Group, a philanthropic organization
focused on ending child exploitation in Haiti and Southeast Asia. He is also a senior fellow of International Justice
Mission’s Institute for Biblical Justice. His writing has
appeared in Time, the Wall Street Journal and several editions
of Best Christian Writing and Best Spiritual Writing.
Crouch served as executive producer for the documentary
films Where Faith and Culture Meet and Round Trip, as well as
the multiyear project This Is Our City, which featured
documentary video, reporting and essays about Christians
seeking the flourishing of their cities. He also sits on the
editorial board for Books & Culture and was editor-in-chief
of re:generation quarterly. He also spent ten years as a campus
minister with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at Harvard University.
A classically trained musician who draws on pop, folk, rock,
jazz and gospel, Crouch has led musical worship for congregations of five to twenty thousand. He lives with his family
in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania.
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a cc o l a d e s
“This book is going to have a profound impact on our
world. It’s built on a clear, deep, life-changing insight
that opens up vast possibilities for human flourishing. Classic, elegant and utterly illuminating.”
John Ortberg

senior pastor, Menlo Park Presbyterian Church

“Andy Crouch has done it again! Strong and
Weak is an intellectually insightful, socially relevant and prophetically passionate book that shows
us how to multiply our power to create a world where
people from every tribe and nation can flourish and
reach their full God-given potential. I love it!”
B r e n da S a lt e r M c N e i l
author of Roadmap to Reconciliation

ot h er Awa r d -w in n ing b ook s by A n dy Crouch
2014 Midwest Publishing Association
Award of Excellence (General Trade)

2009 Christianity Today Book
Award winner

2014 Outreach Magazine Resource of the
Year (“Also Recommended,” Leadership)

Named one of Publishers Weekly’s
best books of 2008 (religion category)

ForeWord 2013 Book of the Year Award
Honorable Mention
(Adult Nonfiction, Religion)

“The work of God’s justice in the world requires an
understanding of the dynamics of power. Crouch
shines the light of Scripture on what could be a divisive
topic. Playing God should spark this long overdue
conversation.”
Soong-Ch an R a h

North Park Theological Seminary, author of The Next Evangelicalism

“Crouch challenges Christian common wisdom about
creation and challenges as well our traditional understandings about the Revelation to John and how it
articulates with the rest of Holy Writ. As refreshing as
it is smart, Culture Making is a significant addition
to contemporary Christian thought.”
P h y ll i s T i c k l e

former religion editor, Publishers Weekly

“If this book hadn’t been by Andy Crouch, I wouldn’t
have read it. A book on power? No thanks. But a
book on power by Andy Crouch? Yes, I’ll give it a try,
maybe a bit reluctantly. Glad I did.”
John W ilson

Books & Culture, “Favorite Books of 2013,” December 2013

“Good books are either brilliant or helpful, but the best
books are both—and Andy Crouch has attained that
rare combination of virtues in Culture Making.”
G a ry H aug e n

president, International Justice Mission

T ru e flou r ishing , says A n dy Crouch ,
t r av el s dow n a n u n e x pect ed pat h—
being b ot h st rong a n d w e a k .
192 pages, 978-0-8308-4443-2, $20.00

We see this unlikely mixture in the best leaders —
people who use their authority for the benefit of
others, while also showing extraordinary willingness to face and embrace suffering. We see it in
Jesus, who wielded tremendous power yet also
exposed himself to hunger, ridicule, torture and
death. Rather than being opposites, strength and
weakness are actually meant to be combined in
every human life and community. Only when they
come together do we find the flourishing for which
we were made.
“The core need the book addresses is finding a way
to hold together two of the most basic features of
human life—authority and strength, vulnerability
and weakness—to see how they both contribute
to flourishing, and to choose the path that leads
toward flourishing, for ourselves and others,” Andy
Crouch says. “It’s a path that requires us to learn to
be both strong and weak.”
Watch Andy talk about the themes
of Strong and Weak in the video at
ivpress.com/strongandweak.
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