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How does one become a prophetic
leader in the wilderness of ministry?

Examining the story of John the Baptist, David Rohrer explores a case
study of pastoral work that is relevant during any wave of cultural change
within the church. In The Sacred Wilderness of Pastoral Ministry, Rohrer
seeks to answer the following questions amidst the context of the rough
country that is the modern church:

 What do you see as the role of a pastor? What do you not see?

 Why does the story of John the Baptist still apply in the church
today?

 How has the calling of the pastor changed in the last few decades?

 Why is it essential for pastors to find a balance between cultural
context and classic parish work? How does one find this balance?

 How does a pastor fight the urge to be narcissistic? How can it be
transformed to benefit the church?

 How does one find hope amidst the sometimes despairing work of
ministry?

 Why does the phrase “it’s not about you” not work in modern
ministry?

“This is a quiet and compelling witness of a pastor who has the courage to
go against the consumer-driven, anxious and statistics-obsessed fashions
that are a plague on the American church. Pastor David Rohrer doesn’t
underestimate the difficulties and challenges that face churches and
pastors today but has chosen to cultivate a pastoral presence rooted in
treating congregations with dignity and souls with holy respect. And he
has lived to tell the story. Pastors, read this book. Friends, it is possible to
do this.”

—Eugene H. Peterson, pastor emeritus of
Christ Our King Presbyterian and translator of The Message


