
Reforming Our View of the Reformation

Most Protestants in the 
West think they know the 
Reformation, its principal 
leaders and core themes, 
quite well. But Jim Payton 
isn’t so sure, suggesting 
there are “some significant 
problems with the ways 
we who are committed 
Protestants speak about the 
Reformation—whether in 
churches or in classrooms.” 

IVP intern and Wheaton College student Brittany 
Bronson interviewed Jim, professor of history at 
Redeemer University College in Ancaster, Ontario, 
to find out more.
Bronson: What prompted you to write the book in 

the first place?
Payton: As a Reformation specialist, I became 
aware over the last few years that many people in 
Christian colleges, seminaries and churches hold 
some mistaken ideas about the Reformation, how 
it transpired and even what it emphasized. I recog-
nized that a volume which dealt with and corrected 
some of these misunderstandings would be helpful.  
Bronson: How did we end up being so misin-
formed?
Payton: Since the Reformation succeeded in rescu-
ing the gospel message from the clutter which had 
piled up to obscure it, we have readily idealized the 
Reformation—and being unaware of its history, 
treated it almost mythically. But the Reformation 
was firmly rooted in a specific historical context 
that had an impact on how the Reformation 
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During the summer of 2010, IVP Academic will release Getting the Reformation Wrong,  

James R. Payton Jr.’s most recent work. 

InterVarsity Press has a long tradition of publishing in the area of psychology.  
We’re continuing that tradition with the publication of two quite different books. 

4  |  New & Noteworthy

Fredericks and Estes brave 
Ecclesiastes and the Song of 
Songs, Kellerman finishes 
translating the never-ending 
ancient text, and a whole 
group of hardcovers goes soft.

IVP rolls out the Spectrum Series 
to crown an ongoing tradition of 
dialogical books.

6  |  Multiview Books

5  |  The Passionate Intellect

McGrath calls on the Christian 
theological tradition to animate 
contemporary thought. 
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James R. 
Payton Jr.

IVP at ATLA

From June 16-19, 2010, we 
will be exhibiting at the 
American Theological 
Library Association 
conference in Louisville, 
Kentucky. Please find out 
more about this event at 
http://www.atla.com. 

Glendon Moriarty, associate professor in Regent 
University’s School of Psychology and Counseling, 
has edited Integrating Faith and Psychology. This 
collection of essays takes a personal and autobio-
graphical approach that lets readers hear what it 
was like for twelve psychologists to work out the 
relationship of their discipline to their Christian 
faith. Everett Worthington, professor of psychol-
ogy at Virginia Commonwealth University, is best 
known for his research into the psychology of for-
giveness. This book, Coming to Peace with Psychology: 
What Christians Can Learn from Psychological Science, 
unpacks what he has learned about his discipline 
and how psychology can benefit the church as a 
whole. IVP editors Gary Deddo and Al Hsu recent-
ly interviewed them for the Alert.
Editors: Psychology and Christianity in general 
have had something of an uneasy relationship  
over the decades. How have you experienced this 
tension? 
Moriarty: I think this has definitely been the case 
in the past. However, in the more recent past, and 

certainly currently, there seems to be less and 
less tension. We have had a general flourishing of 
Christian psychology across all levels. I think some 
of that tension or fear arose from a certain imma-
turity in the field. Now that we’ve matured, I think 
we can move forward with confidence. Personally, 
I have not really experienced much of this tension. 
That is likely due to the fact that all of the battles 
were already fought (and won!) by the early leaders 
in the field, like Gary Collins.
Worthington: The tension has come from both 
sides. I have had academicians who doubt whatever 
I write because they believe my faith will prejudice 
what I study or how I interpret data. I also have 
had just as many lay people who believe that psy-
chology is corrupted and thus Christianity and 
psychology are incompatible. I’d have to say that 
early in my career, I got a bit more of the first—
skepticism from academicians. Now, multicultural-
ism and cross-cultural awareness and postmodern 
philosophy have made a space in academia, and 
almost all of the tension comes from the side of 
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promises to be the largest 
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booth and browse our 
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church and ancient 
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details can be found at 
http://patristics.org/
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unfolded and what it emphasized. As a result, 
we’ve ended up being mistaken in several ways 
about what transpired in the Reformation and 
what the Reformers actually taught.
Bronson: Why is it important for Christians 
to reevaluate their conception of the 
Reformation and the Reformers’ legacies? 
What difference will it make?
Payton: We do the Reformation and the 
Reformers no honor by even unintentionally 

“bearing false witness” about them. Idealizing 
the development of the Reformation and how 
the Reformers related to each other ends up 
distancing them from what goes on among 
us in the hurly-burly of life in the twenty-first 
century. But if we can get a better sense of 
how the Reformation unfolded in its day, that 
should help us assess and respond to the situa-
tions Christians confront in ours. 
Bronson: What might readers of your book be 
surprised to learn about the Reformers?
Payton: For one thing, the Reformers did not 
always agree. The fact that Luther ran up the 
flag did not mean all the other Reformers 
stood at attention and saluted—and that 
caused some tension among them. While the 
Reformers shared common commitments, 
they were involved in different kinds of reform 
endeavors. They did not hold to the same 
perspective on the pace, strategy, and purpose 
of what they were doing. Another possible 
surprise will be to discover that none of them 
desired to split the Christian church and form 
new church bodies: they all hoped to correct 
the church from the inside, rather than divid-

again. By our day, this has resulted in multi-
plied thousands of Protestant denominations.  
This is a tragic legacy of the Reformation, 
since—according to Christ’s prayer—it under-
mines the credibility of the apostolic message.    
Bronson: I’ve asked what about this book will 
surprise your readers. Did anything surprise 
you or strike you in a new way in the process of 
writing the book?

Payton: Three things struck me with new force 
as I wrote this book. First, I was impressed 
by how much our common awareness of the 
Reformation is limited to what happened in 
western Europe. But the Reformation made 
impressive gains in eastern Europe (which 
I treat in my book). Secondly, and closely 
related, is the recognition of how vigorous 
and successful the Counter Reformation was 
in transforming the Roman Catholic Church 
and empowering it to reclaim so much of the 
territory in eastern Europe which had become 
Protestant. In the third place, I was impressed 
that the Reformers did not see what they had 
accomplished as a “golden age” for the church 

ing it into rival organizations.  
Bronson: Sola scriptura and sola fide are central 
to the Protestant movement. Yet you suggest 
that many of us with roots in the Reformation 
do not fully grasp the meaning and signifi-
cance of these key terms. Can you summarize 
the problem for us?
Payton: Too often we have seized on these 
principles of the Reformation and isolated 
them from the questions the Reformers were 

dealing with, complicated questions about 
religious authority and about the basis for 
our justification which had been wrestled 
with in medieval Christianity for more than 
two centuries. The Reformers’ answers were 
sola scriptura and sola fide. But many of us have 
transformed “sola” into “solitary” in these 
regards. When we do that, we end up setting 
forth viewpoints that the Reformers actually 
repudiated.
Bronson: You conclude your book by labeling 
the Reformation as both a triumph and a trag-
edy. What was the tragedy?
Payton: On the night before he was betrayed, 
Christ prayed that those who would believe in 
him through the word of the apostles might 
be one “so that the world might believe” (Jn 
17:20-21). In reclaiming the apostolic message 
and proclaiming it anew, the Reformation 
sought to purify the church but ended up 
splitting it. The Reformation set the pattern: 
Protestants split not only from Rome but also 
from each other (Lutherans vs. Reformed), 
with each segment going on to split into fur-
ther rival bodies, which then split again and 
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Idealizing the development of the Reformation and how the Reformers 

related to each other ends up distancing them from what goes on among 

us in the hurly-burly of life in the twenty-first century.

doubting that psychology has anything to say 
to us Christians. I want people who still  
sense this tension to come to peace with  
psychology.
Editors: What prompted you to pursue your 
book project?
Moriarty: I wrote my book because over the 
years of teaching I’ve found that students 
learn from and remember stories, metaphors 

and narratives much better than they do 
theory and other academic content. We strive 
to teach integration—integration of psychol-
ogy and Christianity—but, often times, the 
bulk of what we teach is quickly forgotten. 
Now, stories, on the other hand, are sticky 
and very slow to be forgotten. I used to quiz 
my students on content I taught at three-
month intervals. By the time a year had rolled 
around, some of the content was still there, 
but it was definitely fuzzy. I could ask these 
same students if they remembered a personal 
story I shared. They’d call it to mind imme-
diately and remember the salient points! I 
thought it’d be great to have the leaders in 
our field share their stories, so that students 
and mental health workers could learn from 
their lives—their struggles and victories.
Worthington: I believe we can know God bet-
ter and love God more because of what we 
find of him through psychological science. 
Let me explain. I have seen myself as a bridge 
builder between psychology and Christianity 
throughout my career. I am a trained coun-
seling psychologist and licensed clinical  
psychologist, and I’ve developed interventions 
for Christians and for use in secular settings 
to promote forgiveness and reconciliation, 
and to build better marriages—Christian 
and secular. But I probably do as much basic 
scientific research as I do applied research. I 
love the why questions as well as the how ques-

tions. I think the literature has been unbal-
anced on the psychology side, with Christian 
counselors, psychotherapists, couple and 
family therapists having most of the dialogue 
from psychology’s point of view. Whereas a 
few psychologists have spoken out from the 
side of basic psychological science, I wanted 
to put forth that side of the conversation. The 
more I thought about it, I came to believe 
that, through psychological science, we 

can actually know God better and love God 
more—not merely know about God or know 
about humans better. So, I wanted to make 
that case. In a way, I wanted to give people 
permission to marvel at God through what 
we find in psychological science and find that 
study to be almost a devotional experience. 
I know that might seem a stretch, but that is 
what I wanted people to experience. If we can 
indeed know God better, I believe that this 
will truly lead people to come to peace not 
only with psychology, but with God.
Editors: How does psychology as a discipline 
(and psychological science in particular) con-
tribute to Christian knowledge and practice 
in ways that theology doesn’t?
Moriarty: What a question! I’m not sure how 
much space I have here. Can I just refer you 
to Bill Hathaway or Mark McMinn? Just kid-
ding. I think psychology asks and answers a 
lot of different questions. For example, in my 
field, the main thing I study is the emotional 
experience of God. Our Scriptures tell us a 
lot about who God is and what God is like. 
For example, it tells that God is loving, gra-
cious and forgiving. One problem that people 
experience, especially those who have had 
challenging relationships with their parents, 
is that they often do not emotionally expe-
rience God in the way that the Scriptures 
outline. They “know” that God is forgiving, 
but they do not experience God that way. 
Instead, they often experience God as angry 
and withdrawn, especially when they sin. 
Consequently, the tendency is to move away 
from God when they sin, when really the 
first step should be to move towards God. In 
this example, psychology has helped inform 
Christian knowledge by showing that we tend 
to have two ideas of God: the God concept 
and the God image—or the God we know 
with our head and the God we know with our 
heart.
Worthington: In my book, I describe a study 
by psychologist Samuel Gosling and his col-

leagues. He asked students to take a Big Five 
personality inventory. That is probably the 
best assessment of a person’s personality dis-
positions available. He then got the students’ 
friends to complete the Big Five as they 
believed the student would complete it. We 
would expect that the friends could know the 
student quite well. Our belief would be quite 
true. Friends were accurate. Based on their 
personal relationship, they knew their friend 
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I wanted to give people permission to marvel at God through what 

we find in psychological science and find that study to be almost a 

devotional experience.
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well. Here’s the interesting part of Gosling  
et al.’s study. They asked total strangers to 
complete the Big Five after spending 15  
minutes in the student’s dorm room looking 
around. Those students had access only to the 
artifacts in the person’s environment. It 
turned out that those complete strangers, just 
observing a dorm room, were more accurate 
than best friends at predicting the target per-
son’s personality. They knew them better (yes, 
in a different way, but still more accurately) 
than did best friends. Wow. What does that tell 
me? It tells me that by observing the physical 
world, perhaps I can really know God better. 
Again, it isn’t just that I know about God in 
some kind of impersonal way. I think about my 
relationship with my wife, Kirby. I know her 
because I relate to her personally. I talk deeply 
with her, share emotions, successes and fail-
ures, hopes, dreams. But I also know her bet-
ter and more personally because I see the 
physical objects she creates—the notes she 
leaves for herself, the art she draws that 
adorns our walls, the refrigerator art, the little 
piles of things she hopes to do. Those things 
let me know her in ways I might never know 
just from personal relating. So, I believe that 
people are God’s handiwork. By studying 
those people, we simply know God better. 
People are fearfully and wonderfully made, 
and the psychological scientist can show some 
of that wonder.
Editors: People have been talking about inte-
grationist models of psychology for a while 
now. What’s new here? What’s the leading 
edge of the discussion that your books con-
tribute?
Moriarty: The real contribution of Integrating 
Faith and Psychology is that it is the only book 
available that addresses integration from a 
narrative perspective. We have a number of 
stellar integration books out, but none of 
them teach through story—through personal 
experience. This book does so by having 
twelve psychologists share their personal  

stories. They each cover topics like their devel-
opment, their struggles and their relation-
ships with mentors. Each chapter closes with a 
personal letter from the writer to the reader. 
There are a lot of other unique things about 
the work, but these are the differences that 
immediately come to mind.
Worthington: Yes, people have been integrat-
ing theology and psychology for years, but 
a vast majority of the integration has come 
from psychotherapists. Only a small minor-
ity of integrators have been psychological 
scientists. Those psychological scientists draw 

from a very different information source. 
Psychotherapists try to generalize about 
human nature on the basis of the clients they 
have seen and the models of helping they 
were trained in. But psychological scientists 
measure the whole range of people—those 15 
percent who are clients with some psychother-
apist and about 85 percent more who are not. 
Those people—the whole 100 percent—are 
the basis for understanding human nature. 
I have done my share of contributing to the 
integration literature as a psychotherapist, 
but I actually had more fun with this book 

than with some of my others—although I 
certainly hope that those Christian coun-
seling books I have written are still helpful 
for those struggling with marital or forgive-
ness issues. In this book—Coming to Peace with 
Psychology—I ask what psychological science 
can tell us. It can provide a new tool for 
knowing God. It can strengthen theological 
claims by adding evidence that theology can’t 
provide. It can even add new ideas to theol-
ogy through uncovering new scientific under-
standings. And it can help people live more 
virtuously. Those are just a few things that 

continued on page 5
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scientific consider-
ation. The result-
ing investigations 
of water, cities, cli-
mate change and 
biological diversity 
are illuminating 
and sometimes sur-
prising. And the 
biblical and theo-
logical insights 
offer just as much 
fresh perspective 

(and possibly at times more!) as do the scien-
tific considerations. The opening chapter on 

Scientists and biblical scholars and theolo-
gians rarely collaborate on publications. 
But when tackling the issue of Christian 
responsibility for creation, this combina-
tion seemed requisite. So Noah Toly, who 
teaches environmental politics and is 
director of the urban studies program at 
Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois, 
and Daniel Block, who is professor of Old 
Testament, also at Wheaton, joined forces 
to edit a book on ethical responsibility for 
our environment. For each of four major 
areas of environmental studies twin chap-
ters were paired up bringing together  
biblical and theological concerns with  

eschatology and environmental ethics by 
Douglas Moo and the closing chapter on  
environmental ethics by David Gushee help 
bring both New Testament and theological 
considerations into coordination. The result, 
Keeping God’s Earth: The Global Environment  
in Biblical Perspective, is a unique integrated 
approach that models the potential for inter-
disciplinary Christian scholarship to contrib-
ute to the current complicated but important 
matters of creation care that affect and  
concern us all. 

said to have remarked upon approaching 

Paris and its glamorous buildings that he 

would rather have a complete copy of the 

work than to be mayor of the city. Though 

incomplete, the work, ably translated and 

introduced by James A. Kellerman, is still 

large enough to demand two volumes, 

which will be released in June and 

September.

With the completion 

of the full twenty-nine 

volumes of the ACCS, 

now including the Apoc-

rypha, we are pleased to 

announce the release of 

the complete set in a CD-ROM version for 

both PC and Mac. Available in September.

The Apollos Old Testa-

ment Commentary series 

continues to move along. 

So far, volumes on Leviti-

cus, Deuteronomy, 1 & 2 

Samuel and Daniel have 

been published. The 

newest offering is Daniel Fredericks and 

Daniel Estes’s volume on Ecclesiastes and 

Song of Songs. This is a challenging pair of 

books for any commentator. As Fredericks 

notes, Ecclesiastes is rough sledding for 

folks “steeped in theological platitudes 

and whose theology never travels a block 

past Justification Street.” And the Song of 

Songs is “written to celebrate erotic love 

within the bounds of marriage as God’s 

good gift.” But for jaded, sex-sated post-

moderns, could there be a more intrigu-

ing gateway into Scripture than these two 

books? 

Several popular titles are moving from 

cloth to paperback. These include The 

Dawkins Delusion? by Alister McGrath and 

Joanna Collicutt McGrath, Water from a 

Deep Well by Gerald L. Sittser, How Africa 

Shaped the Christian Mind by Thomas C. 

Oden and Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics by 

Graeme Goldsworthy.   

By any assessment, 
Esther is rather strange. 
It is one of only two 
books in the Old 
Testament set entirely 
outside of the Promised 
Land and shows no 
interest in that land. 

While it has a developed theology, it is a 
theology which operates precisely 
because it does not mention God directly. 
In The Message of Esther, David Firth 
explores this paradoxically important 
book. Available in October.

One of the most 

appreciated volumes 

among our multiview 

books (now being 

gathered under the 

Spectrum label) has 

been Psychology and 

Christianity. This revised edition includes 

reworked and updated versions of the 

original four views and adds a fifth, the 

transformational psychology view from 

John Coe and Todd Hall. Eric L. Johnson 

provides a revised introduction and 

conclusion. Available in August.

The IVP New Testament 

Commentary Series has 

a new look. Now that 

the series is complete, 

we have begun moving 

them into paper with new 

cover art. One result: 

they will be less expensive for students 

(and profs). Inside will be the same clear 

exposition and notes on the text that 

have satisfied over 200,000 readers in the 

past. We’re grateful for all the authors 

and for series editor Grant R. Osborne. 

Our newest addition to 

the Ancient Christian 

Texts series—Incomplete 

Commentary on Matthew 

(Opus imperfectum)—

is the first English 

translation of a work 

so prized by Thomas Aquinas that he is 

Conditions for Theology

encourage just this.
McGrath does not defend or advocate 

any particular school or style of theology, but 
rather sets out to explore how the great 
tradition of Christian theological reflection 
enriches our faith and deepens our 
engagement with the concerns of the world 
around us. The book is both a defense of the 
place of theology in the Christian life, and a 
plea for the church to take the life of the 
mind seriously, especially in the light of 
contemporary public debates regarding 
science, atheism and postmodernism. 

capaciousness of the Christian faith and 
its ability to bring about a new and deeply 
satisfying vision of reality. Not only does it 
make sense in itself, it has the capacity to 
make sense of many other aspects of reality 
as well.

McGrath’s own move in 2008 to King’s 
College London, after 25 years at Oxford 
University, reinforces the theme of the book. 
King’s College was founded by King George 
IV and the Duke of Wellington in 1829 to 
encourage a creative interaction between 
the academy, church and society. The new 
London chair he now occupies was set up to 

There are many 
worthy books 
of theology 
and Christian 
thought. But few 
volumes sing 
the praises of a 
life of spirited 
intellectual 
pursuit for the 
glory of God. 

Alister McGrath’s new volume, The 
Passionate Intellect, has helped fill the void. 

The book celebrates the intellectual 

New & Noteworthy

Creation Care Across Disciplines

which could serve as a pattern for Christianity.  
The Reformers commonly thought there was 
such a period—but it wasn’t their day. It was 
the ancient Christianity of the church fathers.
Bronson: If you had a few minutes in a class-
room to capsulize what Christians need to get 
right about the Reformation, what would you 
say, and how do you hope your book will con-
tribute to this?
Payton: I would want to stress that the 
Reformation served the church by reclaiming 
and trying to stay focused on the apostolic 
message of free grace in Christ. But they did 
so in real history, facing the world of their day, 
wrestling with its problems, and speaking 
directly to them. I hope my book will help us 
recognize the way the Reformers did this—
and stimulate us to do so in our day. 

psychological science can add to theol-
ogy. Let me take one point as an example. 
English translations of the Scriptures treat 
forgiveness as a unitary concept. That is 
because we have one word for it. But, psy-
chological science has shown that there 
probably are two separate types of forgive-
ness. One type is a decision. That is what 
Jesus tells us that God requires of us (see 
Mt 6:12, 14, 15). But there is another expe-
rience of emotional forgiveness—when 
love replaces a grudge or hate for some-
one who has made himself or herself our 
enemy. That is what psychological scien-
tists call emotional forgiveness. Someone 
could actually emotionally forgive out of 
compassion (think about the father of the 
prodigal son). This could occur even if the 
person had never consciously decided to 
forgive. Likewise, one could make a deci-
sion to forgive and yet still get upset when 
thinking about the offender. Those two 
types of forgiveness have been uncovered 
by psychological science, and once we see 
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what psychological science teaches us, we 
come to read the Scriptures concerning 
forgiveness with just a bit more discern-
ment. Psychological science can help us 
understand the Scriptures better.
Editors: Did you learn or come to further 
appreciate anything as a result of the com-
pleted project?
Moriarty: I really appreciated each of 
the contributors. I didn’t fully appreciate 
how challenging this task was going to 
be. Many of them said that this was some 
of the hardest writing that they had ever 
done. They told their stories and emotion-
ally invested themselves in the work. It 
is hard to share your story with a trusted 
other. It is much more difficult to share 
your story with an audience that you don’t 
even know. It is even harder to share your 
story in a way that others can learn from. 
These contributors gave me, and indeed 
all the readers, a beautiful gift.
Worthington: I learned a lot. This was a 
book outside of my comfort zone. I’m a 

psychologist, not a professional theolo-
gian. Of course, I am an amateur theolo-
gian, like many thoughtful Christians who 
have read within their tradition. But if 
others are like I was, I read mostly the 
things that I already was comfortable with. 
My theology was narrow and not too deep, 
and I would choose things to read that 
deepened, and only incidentally widened 
it. Writing this book forced me to study 
more formal theology, to read more 
broadly in traditions I didn’t understand 
and agree with, and to learn from those 
theologians what their points of view were. 
That reading and this writing often unset-
tled me. But, having begun this project in 
2003, it has led me to think more flexibly 
about theology. And as a result of reading, 
studying, conversing and writing, I believe 
I now have a lot more appreciation for the 
discipline of theology. And I certainly 
understand how it might interact more 
with psychology.  
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Booksellers bestowed upon InterVarsity Press two 
of their annual Theologos Awards, which “repre-
sent the unique, professional evaluations of peo-
ple who sell and recommend academic religious 
books.” IVP Academic was awarded Publisher of 
the Year in a tie with Baker Publishing Group. 
Additionally, N. T. Wright’s Justification: God’s Plan 
& Paul’s Vision was named Best Academic Book. 
It’s very gratifying to receive these honors, which 
are indeed a credit to our authors for their fresh 
vision and scholarly acumen. Congratulations all 
around!  

We typically don’t relish 
tooting our own horn, but 
every once in awhile it’s nice 

when someone else does it for us. A few months ago, 
we were pleased to learn that four InterVarsity Press 
titles won Christianity Today Book Awards, including 
The New Shape of World Christianity by Mark Noll which 
led a strong Missions and Global Affairs category. 
Another IVP Academic title, The Glory of Preaching by 
Darrell Johnson, was selected for a Preaching Today 
Book Award in a three-way tie in the category of 
“Feeding the Preacher’s Soul.” 

More recently, the Association of Theological 
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Spectrum Multiview Books

gian tells us he has collected them all.
In recent years we’ve noticed that our idea 

has, well, been somewhat followed by other 
publishers. We take it as a compliment, of 
course! But it seemed the time had fully come 
to put aside modesty and make a little fuss over 
our series. You know, give the volumes a similar 
look and bedeck them with a series name. So 
that’s what you will see from here on out—older 
volumes getting new covers and all of them 
bearing the name Spectrum Multiview Book. 
Think of them as portable seminars. And great 
textbooks.  

Back in April 1977, before 
some of our readers 
and a few of our editors 
were even born, IVP 
published The Meaning 
of the Millennium: Four 
Views. The contributors 
were a doughty bunch: 
Ladd, Hoyt, Boettner and 
Hoekema, all kept in line 
by volume editor Robert 

Clouse. And so began a tradition that we came to 
call “multiview books.” Sixteen titles are in print 
and more are under development. One theolo-

Creating a Place for Truth

David Helfand discuss 
the New Atheists 
and the meaning of 
life, and John Hare 
debates Peter Singer 
on whether atheism 
or theism provides 
better foundations 
for human worth and 
morality. Also included 
are selected question 

and answer sessions with the speakers from the 
original forum experiences. The cumulative 
result is a robust, holistic apologetic and 
comprehensive vision for Christian faith  
and life.

A Place for Truth is the latest release in 
Veritas Books, IVP’s partnership with The 
Veritas Forum. For more about The Veritas 
Forum, visit veritas.org.  

Scholars continue to dispute whether truth 
can be established as valid beyond one’s own 
experience and perspective. But since its 
founding at Harvard University in 1992, The 
Veritas Forum has been creating spaces for the 
university world to explore ultimate issues of life 
and truth. What does it mean to be human? Does 
history have a purpose? Is life meaningful? Can 
rational people believe in God? 

Now some of The Veritas Forum’s most 
notable presentations are gathered in one 
volume as A Place for Truth: Leading Thinkers 
Explore Life’s Hardest Questions. Edited and 
introduced by Dallas Willard, the book contains 
contributions from Francis Collins, Jeremy 
Begbie, N. T. Wright, Tim Keller, Mary Poplin 
and more, exploring topics of faith, science, 
worldview and justice. Alister McGrath and 
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