
A Virtual Dogmatics from Torrance

IVP Academic senior 

editor Gary Deddo, who 

completed his doctoral 

work in theology under 

James B. Torrance, Tom 

Torrance’s younger 

brother, served as the 

in-house editor for this 

project. He was asked to 

offer some reflections 

on T. F. Torrance and these volumes. 

Alert: Who was T. F. Torrance? 

Deddo: Thomas F. Torrance was born to mis-

sionary parents in Chengdu, Sichuan, China, 

on August 30, 1913. The family returned to 

Scotland in 1927 where Torrance studied 

classics and philosophy at the University of 

Edinburgh (1931-1934), completed his B.D. 

at New College (1934-1937), and went on to 

begin his Ph.D. studies under Karl Barth in 

Basel. During World War II he served as a 

military chaplain and was awarded the MBE 

for bravery. After the war he served as a pas-

tor to several parishes in Scotland before 

becoming Professor of Christian Dogmatics 

at New College, Edinburgh, a position he 

held for twenty-seven years.

Torrance’s name is probably most 

widely recognized for his work (with 

Geoffrey Bromiley) editing and translating 

into English Barth’s Church Dogmatics and 

for founding the Scottish Journal of Theology. 

continued on page 2

  This November, InterVarsity Press will copublish (with Paternoster Press) Thomas F. Torrance’s book 
Incarnation: The Person and Life of Christ.

 Edited by William A. Dyrness and Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen, along with associate editors Juan Francisco 
Martinez and Simon Chan, the Global Dictionary of Theology is the first major reference work of its kind. 
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his New Testament 
Theology, J. P. Moreland 
and Klaus Issler decry tenta-
tive faith, and David deSilva 
takes spiritual cues from the 
Book of Common Prayer.

A new series from IVP Academic 
and the Duke Divinity School 
Center for Reconciliation seeks 
scholarship with grassroots.
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Larry Helyer distills twenty-
five years of teaching biblical 
theology in The Witness of 
Jesus, Paul and John.
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Connect with our IVP 
Academic community  
on Facebook and Twitter! 
Become a fan and a  
follower today!

We will be sending a 

number of our editors 

and marketing staff to the 

annual meetings of the 

American Academy of 

Religion, Evangelical 

Theological Society, and 

Society of Biblical 

Literature. Stop by and 

see us! We’ll be offering a 

50% discount on all titles. 

At AAR we’ll be at #315, 

at ETS you can find us at 

booth #111, and at SBL 

we’ll be at #215.   

This has been a fascinating project for those 

who have been on the “inside” of its develop-

ment, and we are eager to share it. We hope 

this conversation between IVP Academic’s 

Dan Reid and the general editors sparks your 

own interest! (A fuller version of this interview 

will be found on our website: ivpacademic.com.)

Reid: Together you bring a great deal of 

crosscultural experience to this project. 

Could you briefly comment on your past 

experience in what we call global theology?

Kärkkäinen: I am European, a citizen of 

Finland who has lived and taught for many 

years in Asia and for more than a decade in 

the U.S. I got interested in “global” aspects 

of theology when I moved with my family to 

Thailand to teach theology; I had to learn 

a new language and a lot of new customs. I 

had to reconsider the limitations of theol-

ogy taught to me by gray-haired European 

men! Since then I have published a number 

of textbooks and a couple of monographs on 

various aspects of theology in a global per-

spective.         

Dyrness: Like Veli-Matti, when I arrived 

in the Philippines in the 1970s I soon real-
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Torrance was widely regarded as the 

most outstanding Reformed theologian 

in the English-speaking world during 

the twentieth century. The best-known 

works of Torrance are his early mono-

graph on theological method, Theological 

Science (Oxford University Press, 1969), 

and his recent works in theology, The 

Trinitarian Faith (T & T Clark, 1988) 

and The Christian Doctrine of God (T & T 

Clark, 1996).  

In 1978 he was awarded the 

Templeton Prize for progress in religion 

for his contributions to the emerging 

field of theology and science. Torrance 

was also involved in the very significant 

consultations between Eastern Orthodox 

and Reformed churches, announcing an 

“agreed Statement on the Holy Trinity.” 

He also had the unusual honor of being 

made a protopresbyter of the Greek 

Orthodox Church by the Patriarch 

of Alexandria in 1973. Tom Torrance 

passed away this last December, on the 

second, at the age of ninety-four.

Alert: What’s important about this 

book?

Deddo: Tom Torrance gave lectures on 

Christology and soteriology to students 

taking Christian dogmatics courses at 

New College, Edinburgh, from 1952 

to 1978. In 2001 T. F. (as family and 

friends refer to him) began collecting 

Walker makes to related topics through-

out Torrance’s others writings are of 

invaluable service to those wanting to 

grasp his theology. 

And finally, these volumes, espe-

cially when taken together, will constitute 

a virtual dogmatics from Torrance and so 

will provide the best introduction to his 

thought.

Alert: What in particular does Torrance’s 

theology have to offer?

Deddo: I would first say that it is inher-

ently integrating and integrative. For 

Torrance, doxology and theology cannot 

be separated. Consequently, spiritual 

formation or Christian discipleship and 

faithful doctrine mutually and neces-

sarily nourish one another rather than 

create a tension. In Torrance’s probing 

of the doctrine of the Trinity, another of 

his central themes, what stands forth is a 

deep sense of the coinherence of God as 

Father, Son and Spirit. The triune being 

and action of God become theologically 

and spiritually meaningful for worship, 

devotion and faithfulness in Torrance’s 

understanding.

Second, in the Torrance frame the 

theological task itself becomes a genuine 

spiritual discipline that involves faith, 

repentance and obedience just as much 

as any other aspect of the Christian life. 

A proper subjective element in our know-

ing God is brought to the task of articu-

lating the objective truth and reality of 

who God is toward us and in himself. 

Faith and understanding, the heart and 

the mind, are forged together.

Finally, what came through was what 

and preparing his notes for publication. 

However, in 2003 he suffered a stroke 

that kept him from completing the task. 

Robert Walker, his nephew who had 

heard these lectures given from 1966 to 

1969, offered to complete the task. The 

result of Robert’s efforts over the past 

five years will be two volumes. The first, 

to be released this November, will be 

Incarnation: The Person and Life of Christ. 

The second volume, to be released about 

a year later, will be Atonement: The Person 

and Work of Christ.

Torrance’s complete works are volu-

minous, especially considering the many 

articles he wrote. However, there are sev-

eral features of these two volumes that 

are notable. First of all, Christology, for 

Torrance, stands at the very center of all 

of theology. These volumes explore that 

center in greater depth than any of his 

other works. Torrance has given special 

study to the incarnation, finding it to 

be foundational for understanding the 

grace of God in all its forms. It is also the 

key to theological method and biblical 

hermeneutics.

Second, these volumes are more 

readable than most of the rest of his 

published work. The editorial skill of 

Robert Walker and his intimate knowl-

edge of the whole corpus of Torrance’s 

works contributes to a simpler style that 

is easier to read. So, for those who have 

found Torrance’s works daunting, take 

courage!

Third, these works amplify and com-

plement what Torrance wrote elsewhere. 

The careful notes and cross-references 

T. F. Torrance, continued from page 1

For Torrance, doxology and theology cannot be separated. Consequently, 

spiritual formation or Christian discipleship and faithful doctrine mutually 

and necessarily nourish one another rather than create a tension.

continued on page 6
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ized that I needed to relearn theology. I 

consider my eight years teaching there, 

and my many visits to Africa, my “on-the-

ground theological education.” For me, 

besides learning new cultures and ques-

tions, this stimulated a radical rethink-

ing of what theology should be. I began 

writing about these questions to encour-

age this rethinking. 

Reid: How did you come up with the idea 

for the Global Dictionary of Theology? 

Kärkkäinen: The beginnings of this 

dictionary project go back to the lunch 

conversation I had with Bill in Fuller 

Seminary’s refectory in the early fall of 

2002. As soon as I shared this idea with 

Bill, he got excited and we set off to talk 

to Dan Reid at the AAR meeting later 

that fall. Soon we got one of our Fuller 

colleagues on board, Juan Martinez, an 

expert in Latin American studies, and we 

approached Simon Chan of Singapore, 

who had been a student of Bill’s in the 

Philippines. We also had in the begin-

ning stages an African colleague who 

gave us significant help.

Dyrness: As we started working together 

we realized that our backgrounds and 

contacts were good complements. Veli-

Matti continues a deep involvement in 

Europe along with his interests in Asia; 

my own involvement recently has been 

in Africa, with frequent trips to Latin 

America.  

Reid: What do you hope the GDT will do 

for students that other theological refer-

ence books do not?

Dyrness: We hope to encourage students 

and teachers to broaden their thinking 

and their conversation partners. They 

will be able to look up current topics, like 

terrorism or dependency, but even when 

they read articles on the usual topics, as 

in “Christology” or “Salvation”, they will 

be exposed to new ways of thinking.

Reid: Given the wide variety of perspec-

tives expressed in the GDT, what attitude 

would you like to see its readers adopt? 

Kärkkäinen: Seeking this variety has 

been our intention from the beginning 

of the project, namely to alert evan-

gelicals and others of the fact that a 

truly global theology will reflect a rich 

diversity—and not without tensions. This 

has always been the case with Christian 

theology. One only needs to look with 

open eyes at the diversity in biblical tes-

timonies! One of the challenges to stu-

dents reading the GDT would be to learn 

to live with a healthy tension rather than 

trying to reduce diversity into an artifi-

cial dogmatic consensus.

Dyrness: Yes, we feel this reflects not 

only our Christian history, but also the 

facts on the ground. In the encounter 

with indigenous movements and an 

exciting worldwide Pentecostal explo-

sion, American-style evangelicalism itself 

has had to rethink its identity. When 

you add to this a new appreciation for 

developments in Catholic theology—

well represented in the GDT—you can 

see how theological reflection has to be 

multicolored.

Reid: I sometimes hear folks speak of 

“theology” as if it is a timeless and uni-

versal summary or distillation of biblical 

truth. How would you respond?

Dyrness: This conception of theology 

is still widespread, at least in North 

America. But we hope that readers of the 

GDT will realize that this conception is 

not itself timeless! This view of theology 

reflects particular intellectual develop-

ments since the Enlightenment in the 

West. Meanwhile, many Christian move-

ments in the world know nothing of the 

Enlightenment (as the article on evan-

gelical theology in Africa shows), and 

are none the worse for this lack! 

Reid: While there is a lot of diversity in 

the GDT, even in almost 1,000 pages we 

Global Dictionary, continued from page 1

One of the challenges to students reading the Global Dictionary of 

Theology would be to learn to live with a healthy tension rather than  

trying to reduce diversity into an artificial dogmatic consensus.

continued on page 6

haven’t covered everything. How would 

you frame this fact for readers? 

Kärkkäinen: A departure from many 

other theological dictionaries is the lack 

of entries on any individual theologians. 

We chose to focus on ideas, topics or 

movements, that is, theology communally 

conceived. 

Dyrness: We took certain liberties in 

choosing topics pertinent to non-Western 

conversations (such as dependency, 

ancestors) and the interface of theology 

with the rest of the world (such as devel-

opment, capitalism) at the expense of 

typical entries in theological dictionaries. 

Reid: As you indicate in your introduc-

tion to the GDT, the reality that Western, 



pretation of the Bible. He 

provides an introduction 

to Christian Zionism and a 

positive alternative based 

on careful study of rel-

evant biblical texts. 

Praise for Signature 

Sins: “Michael Mangis 

draws on Scripture and 

the Christian tradition, 

anecdotes from his own 

life and his practice as 

a psychotherapist . . . 

to engage readers in . . . [a] thoughtful 

examination of their own spiritual health. 

. . . What I found encouraging was his 

ability to integrate insights from the field 

of psychology with an honesty and humil-

ity that refrains from making Christianity 

obsequious to the social sciences.” 

—Dennis Okholm, Azusa Pacific University 

“David A. deSilva’s 

Sacramental Life is written 

with pastoral sensitivity, 

and with the aim to 

enrich our prayer and 

devotional life. I heartily 

commend this book. It 

will bless your soul and energize your spir-

itual practices through the aid of one of 

the richest of all sources—the Book of 

Common Prayer.” —Dr. Ben Witherington 

III, Asbury Theological Seminary   

Theology. With its overviews of individual 

New Testament books and their theologi-

cal themes, this concise version is well 

suited for courses in New Testament sur-

vey or introduction.

In Search of a Confident 

Faith has J. P. Moreland 

and Klauss Issler teaming 

up to clear away the bar-

riers to faith. They show 

that obstacles to faith can 

be intellectual, emotion-

al, experiential and even theological, and 

provide guidance for the development of 

genuine trust in God.

On November 22, 1963, 

three great men died— 

C. S. Lewis, John F. 

Kennedy and Aldous 

Huxley. That set Peter 

Kreeft thinking about 

what would happen if 

they met on the other side and how the 

conversation might go. The result was 

Between Heaven and Hell, a classic of apolo-

getics. This expanded edition includes a 

new dialogue in which Kreeft imagines  

“A World Without an Easter.”

Many believe that God blesses nations that 

support Israel and curses those that don’t. 

In Zion’s Christian Soliders? Stephen Sizer 

contends that this is based on a misinter-

Psalms 1-50 (ACCS Old 

Testament, Volume 7), 

edited by Craig A. Blaising 

and Carmen S. Hardin, 

joins our distinguished 

set of volumes offering 

patristic comment on 

Scripture. Athanasius proves himself a 

precursor of the Gideons in offering spe-

cific psalms to read for particular issues 

of the heart. A valuable asset for preach-

ers and other students of Scripture. 

IVP’s Pocket Dictionary 

series has proven to be a 

popular resource for stu-

dents. Some use them as 

reading glossaries, some 

as aids for interpreting 

lectures. Others use them 

as review guides for exams. Whatever 

your need, church history seemed like a 

natural for a pocket dictionary, and Fuller 

Seminary’s Nathan P. Feldmeth has now 

made it happen. Includes people, events, 

movements and more, from Abelard to 

Zwingli, in your pocket.

I. Howard Marshall’s 

“big” New Testament 

Theology has enjoyed a 

warm reception. Now 

he has produced an 

abridged form called 

A Concise New Testament 

New & Noteworthy

like a confectioner’s store clerk who has 

overdosed on chocolate. There are still 

many students and laypeople who are 

wondering what the buzz is all about and 

are looking for an introduction to trini-

tarian theology, one that gives a sense of 

what it is and what it means for Christian 

thinking and living. 

Roderick T. Leupp has given us a 

book that is beautifully written, theologi-

cally astute and occasionally poignant. 

The contempo-

rary renewal of 

trinitarian theol-

ogy is now com-

monplace. One 

theological blog-

ger has recently 

even called for a 

moratorium on 

the word trinitar-

ian. But that’s an insider’s perspective, 

What Is All the Buzz About?

Think of it as a series of thematic essays or 

explorations into facets of trinitarian the-

ology—the nature of God, the cross, eth-

ics, worship and spirituality. And written 

in the course of his family’s dealing with a 

traumatic auto accident and the severe 

injury to his daughter, Leupp occasionally 

reflects on the meaning trinitarian theol-

ogy holds for the crucible moments of 

life. These reflections give us glimpses of 

theology at its best. 
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Announcing Resources for Reconcilation

InterVarsity Press 

and the Center for 

Reconciliation at Duke 

Divinity School have 

partnered to create a 

new book series featuring authors such 

as Jean Vanier, Stanley Hauerwas, John 

Perkins and Charles Marsh. Resources 

for Reconciliation will pursue hope for 

areas of brokenness, including the fam-

ily, the environment, the city, the poor, 

the disabled, Christianity and Islam, 

racial and ethnic divisions, and violent 

conflicts. Each title will be coauthored 

by two leading voices—one in the field, 

the other from the academy. 

explores the vision of a countercultural 

community marked by radical forms of 

gentleness, peacemaking and faithful-

ness.

Future books in the series will 

include a volume by John Perkins and 

Charles Marsh on building beloved 

communities in the post-civil-rights era. 

Another book will be coauthored by 

Asbury Theological Seminary professor 

Christine Pohl and international direc-

tor of Word Made Flesh Christopher 

Heuertz, on the topic of friendship at the 

margins.

For more information on the Center 

for Reconciliation, visit http://www.divinity.

duke.edu/reconciliation/.

Established in 2005, based in a 

major research university and gradu-

ate school, and housed in a school of 

Christian formation and worship, the 

Center for Reconciliation is the only 

peace and reconciliation center of its 

kind in the United States. The Center 

seeks to produce fresh literature to ener-

gize and sustain Christian life and mis-

sion in a broken and divided world. 

Each book will weave together bib-

lical and theological vision, practical 

wisdom, stories and social analysis in an 

easy-to-read format. The lead title in the 

series, Reconciling All Things: A Christian 

Vision for Justice, Peace and Healing, is writ-

ten by the Center’s codirectors, Chris 

Rice (coauthor of More Than Equals) and 

Emmanuel Katongole (associate profes-

sor of theology and world Christianity 

at Duke Divinity School). The authors 

lay out a vision for the recovery of per-

spectives and practices that will help the 

church be both a sign and an agent of 

God’s mission of reconciliation in the 

world.

The other initial release in the 

series is Living Gently in a Violent World: 

The Prophetic Witness of Weakness by 

Stanley Hauerwas (Gilbert T. Rowe 

Professor of Theological Ethics at Duke 

Divinity School) and Jean Vanier (found-

er of L’Arche communities). This volume 

inent approaches 

in evangelical 

biblical theology: 

dispensational 

and covenant 

theology. But 

his solution is 

a mediating 

position that 

incorporates the 

best insights of both systems. And the 

Synoptics, Pauline letters and Johannine 

Larry R. Helyer of Taylor University has 

recently retired from the classroom. But 

his twenty-five years of teaching a course 

on biblical theology has now taken the 

form of a book, The Witness of Jesus, 

Paul and John: An Exploration in Biblical 

Theology. 

The first section of the book asks 

whether there is a unity in Scripture 

(answer: yes) and explores what bibli-

cal theology is all about. Helyer then 

explains and assesses the two most prom-

Biblical Theology & the Kingdom of God

literature are the arena in which he dis-

covers and explores his leading theme, 

the kingdom of God. 

This is a textbook that will serve evan-

gelical students, and particularly under-

grads, well. As Randy Richards of Palm 

Beach Atlantic University told us, “Helyer 

read my mind, covering the topics that I 

want a NT theology textbook to discuss.” 

We think others will agree! 

Following Christ 2008:  
Human Flourishing 

We invite our Alert readers to join us 

at InterVarsity’s Following Christ 2008, 

the triennial conference for graduate 

students, faculty and professionals. 

Major speakers on the theme of 

human flourishing include N. T. 

Wright and Francis Collins. The event 

will be held December 27-31, 2008,  

at the Marriott Magnificent Mile in 

Chicago. For more information  

and online registration, see  

followingchrist.org. 
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Roman Catholic, not to mention among 

Protestants themselves! He can be identi-

fied with Karl Barth, as he studied with, 

translated and edited his works. But 

Torrance had significant differences 

with him and had no interest, any more 

than Barth did, in being or creating 

“Barthians.” Less often noted but just as 

apt would be the appellation of patristic 

theologian, as another area of his exper-

tise was the theology of the early church. 

In fact, Torrance once commented that 

his favorite theologian was Athanasius! 

In the end Torrance wanted nothing 

more than to be an evangelical theolo-

gian, that is, one true to the evangel, the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ and the God of the 

Gospel made known in Scripture. 

Reaching back to his childhood and 

the spiritual heritage of his parents, the 

heart of the missionary sent out into the 

world with the good news beat in him 

until his last moments. 

I can only describe as a theological real-

ism. Rather than considering mere ideas, 

concepts or doctrinal formulations, 

Torrance always pressed for gaining 

an understanding of the reality of God 

and God’s interaction with his creation 

and creatures. Such a personal and real 

understanding depends upon God’s 

real, active and present grace among us. 

When indwelling Torrance’s theology, 

the sense grows that we are getting to 

know the God who revealed and gave 

himself in Jesus Christ in the power of 

the Spirit, not just getting to know infor-

mation about God at an abstract dis-

tance or speculating about rival human 

or even Christian conceptions. 

Alert: So where should we locate 

Torrance theologically?

Deddo: Torrance is identified as a 

Reformed theologian. Indeed he is a 

noted Calvin scholar. But Torrance 

grieved over the divisions in the 

church and contributed in some sig-

nificant ways to the unity of the church 

among Protestants, Orthodox and 

T. F. Torrance, continued from page 2

Global Dictionary, continued from page 3

Torrance Reception at SBL

IVP Academic, along with Paternoster 

Press and the T. F. Torrance Theologi-

cal Fellowship, invite Alert readers to 

attend an evening reception given in 

celebration of the release of the late 

Thomas F. Torrance’s volume Incarna-

tion: The Person and Life of Christ. 

George Hunsinger of Princeton 

Theological Seminary will give a brief 

lecture on the significance of Tor-

rance’s theology. The reception will be 

held Sunday, November 23, at the 

Hynes Convention Center in Boston, 

room 304. Refreshments will be 

available beginning at 8:00 p.m. Pro- 

gram begins promptly at 8:30 p.m. 

Eurocentric theology is indeed contex-

tual theology is somewhat difficult for 

Western Christians to grasp. Could you 

talk about that?

Kärkkäinen: Think about this: aren’t, 

for example, the various atonement 

theories grand examples of trying to 

understand the meaning of the cross 

against the background of Medieval 

European culture rather than “neutral,” 

“noncontextual” explanations? Or think 

of even classical creeds: the 381 Nicene-

Constantinopolitan creed is full of con-

cepts and formulations borrowed from 

the Hellenistic culture of the times.

Reid: How would you see the GDT being 

utilized in teaching and learning theol-

ogy in the West? 

Dyrness: I could imagine teachers 

assigning some of the multi-authored 

articles and asking students to write their 

own response, from their particular per-

spective. This fall I am teaching a course 

on global theology in which this will be 

an assigned text. Students will read Rolf 

Hille’s article on “European Theology” 

for the first day!

Reid: Do you have any final advice for 

those setting out to explore theology in 

global perspective via the GDT? 

Kärkkäinen: One of the lessons I learned 

while living in Asia and during this 

six-year process is not only that we are 

Westerners—I am white European male 

and Bill is white American male—blind 

to our own cultural limitations; so are 

people and theologians on other conti-

nents. We all need to be awakened from 

our slumber! The GDT might be of some 

help in all of this. 

Dyrness: We also realized that a truly 

global conversation in theology is really 

only beginning.  Our project calls atten-

tion to the need for this, but unfortunate-

ly it does not fully display its reality. If 

anything, the GDT is still too Western!  

Our patterns of thinking—and not just 

those in the West, as Veli-Matti points 

out, to say nothing about our economic, 

educational and communication arrange-

ments—are still too mired in centuries-

old habits. But things are slowly chang-

ing. We hope, at least, the GDT signals 

this fact! 



Fall 2008  •  7

Christian political thought to provide a 

rich context for understanding our cur-

rent state of affairs in a way especially suit-

able for use in courses for undergraduate 

students.

Beginning with biblical foundations 

and illuminating its engagement with 

ancient Greco-Roman political philoso-

phy, Forster traces the history of Christian 

political reflection from the early church 

to Medieval times, down through the 

Reformation and the birth of nation-

states, to the rise of liberal democracy 

and the challenges of totalitarianism in 

modern times.

basis for a new generation of research 

in the field. About the time ECM was 

coming to a conclusion, we spoke with 

Schnabel about doing a briefer work 

on Paul, something along the lines of 

Roland Allen’s classic book, Missionary 

Methods: Saint Paul’s or Ours? 

While at 480 pages Paul the 

Missionary is not “brief” in the usual 

sense, it is one-quarter of the page length 

of Early Christian Mission! This is a highly 

informative work for both students of the 

New Testament and of missiology. 

Contemporary 

Christian think-

ing about 

church, govern-

ment and reli-

gious freedom 

is often unaware 

of it own roots. 

Current differ-

ences within the 

church remain opaque to many, and 

proposals for finding a coherent way 

forward on these issues are often pur-

sued in a relative vacuum and without 

much success. Greg Forster has written 

a thoughtful and informative history of 

In 2004 we pub-

lished Eckhard J. 

Schnabel’s two-

volume Early 

Christian Mission, 

a tremendously 

detailed study of 

the movements, 

methods and 

strategies of first-century Christians as 

they took the gospel “to the ends of the 

earth.” It has been the topic of much 

discussion, and will no doubt serve as the 

Intro to Christian Political Thought

Paul’s Way (Complete with Maps)

Forster tells that long backstory in the 

hope of illuminating what he regards as a 

serious crisis that is nowhere near resolu-

tion. There seems to be little agreement 

and often opposing views about how to 

maintain both religious freedom and lib-

eral democracy. Forster offers no easy 

answer but admonishes us: “If we wish to 

preserve religious freedom, we must 

somehow find a way to build social con-

sensus around the moral laws that politics 

requires without going back to depend-

ence upon shared religion.” This book is a 

first step to understanding the real nature 

of the crisis we are in. 

The Epic of 

Eden is written 

for eager learn-

ers who are tired 

of what Richter 

calls the “messy 

closet syndrome,” 

with all their bib-

lical events, fig-

ures and narra-

tives in disarray or on the floor. For them 

she provides an organizing service, help-

One of the biggest challenges in teach-

ing the Bible is keeping a focus on the 

big story while at the same time examin-

ing the smaller narratives and features 

of the text. For laypeople, a unified 

understanding of the biblical story is the 

one thing they want out of biblical teach-

ing. Sandra L. Richter, an Old Testament 

scholar at Asbury Theological Seminary, 

has spent years honing her teaching with 

a variety of learners, and she has now 

packaged it in a book. 

My Narrative Is Messy

ing them put what they know into mean-

ingful and biblical order—while leading 

them into a deeper understanding of the 

story that runs from the Eden of the gar-

den to the garden of the New Jerusalem. 

Teachers of the Bible will find Richter an 

energetic and engaging ally in their cause. 

Maps and timelines serve as a virtual GPS 

for tracking the historical movement of 

Israel against the territorial backdrop of 

the Old Testament story. 

Schnabel puts the concrete data out on 

display (complete with maps), giving an 

up-to-date perspective on Paul. In the 

final chapter he looks at representative 

issues and practices in contemporary 

Christian mission through the eyes of 

Paul. Too often literature on the Pauline 

theology of mission has been trading on 

dated and erroneous assumptions and 

data. This book should go a long way 

toward remedying that problem—and fos-

tering discussion and healthy debate.  
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udices may disappear, and new points of appre-

ciation and growth may develop. Gordon T. 

Smith has assembled a stellar cast of principals: 

Brother Jeffrey Gros (Memphis Theological 

Seminary), representing the Roman Catholic 

tradition; John Stephenson (Concordia 

Lutheran Theological Seminary), representing 

the Lutherans; Leanne Van Dyk (Western 

Theological Seminary), representing the 

Reformed tradition; Roger Olson (Truett 

Theological Seminary), representing the 

Baptist tradition; and Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen 

(Fuller Theological Seminary), representing 

the Pentecostal tradition. A great book for a 

course on the sacraments. 

Occasionally our multiple-

views books generate more 

heat than light. Each advo-

cate attacks the weak points 

of the others’ arguments, 

and all remain firmly 

entrenched in their own 

positions. The Lord’s Supper: 

Five Views presents a more 

charitable conversation 

where, without giving up firm distinctives, the con-

tributors find essential points of agreement as well. 

Students wrestling with a variety of church tradi-

tions will gain insight into their own by being 

exposed to differing points of view. Long-held prej-
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origins in Genesis 1–3, then offers an overview 

of its pervasive presence in both early and later 

Judaism. Beale demonstrates the continuation 

of this theme throughout the Gospels, Acts and 

the Pauline corpus, concluding with a close 

study of the book of Revelation—Beale’s forte. 

He then offers a brief biblical survey that stands 

in counterpoint to this pattern of idolatry in 

Scripture: the “reversal” of idolatry in the wor-

ship of the one true God and the proper reflec-

tion of his image. Beale concludes by applying 

his study to matters of eschatology and to the 

challenges of contemporary life.  

The heart of the biblical 

understanding of idolatry, 

argues G. K. Beale in We 

Become What We Worship, is 

that we take on the charac-

teristics of what we worship. 

Using Isaiah 6:9-10 as his 

interpretive lens, Beale 

argues that this understand-

ing of idolatry permeates the whole canon, from 

Genesis to Revelation. Beginning with an analysis of 

ancient Near Eastern backgrounds, Beale traces this 

notion of idolatry in the Old Testament back to its 

Reverse Idolatry

Good News for Care Groups

In Trekking Toward 

Wholeness, Stephen P.

Greggo offers an in-depth 

exploration of care group 

leadership from a 

Christian perspective. 

The premise of this book 

is that Christian care 

groups are worth pursu-

ing because they can cre-

ate a biblically grounded context for corrective 

healing relationships. This interpersonal process 

can be instrumental in reshaping character, 

redeeming relationships and realizing sanctifica-

tion. Thus, Christian small groups serve as an 

essential component for developing spiritual 

maturity, which Greggo defines as “wholeness.” 

Using the biblical imagery of the spiritual life 

as a trek, Greggo guides small group leaders 

through the four core principles of group spir-

itual direction: vision, caring, affect/attach-

ment, and finding meaning. Professors, stu-

dents, pastors and committed lay leaders will 

be stretched by the seasoned guidance of Dr. 

Greggo. Care group leaders engaged in pasto-

ral care, counseling services or spiritual forma-

tion will find this book to be an invaluable 

resource. 


