
Hoover: In the interest of 

full disclosure, IVP came to 

you with the idea for this 

book and a tentative outline, 

but you were thinking about 

doing such a book yourself.  

What made you want to 

write such a book? 

that much of the popular-level nonsense is in 

fact based on and inspired by the very radical 

scholarship that I had been criticizing for years. I 

began thinking about writing a book that would 

address this larger problem, and then you—like 

a mind reader—approached me with the idea of 

Fabricating Jesus. 

Dispelling the Fog: Craig Evans Speaks on Fabricating Jesus

continued on page 2

Evans: For several years I had been giving talks 

designed to counter dubious scholarly claims 

about Jesus and the Gospels. Then along came 

Dan Brown and The Da Vinci Code. Initially 

I tried to ignore it. However, I was bombed 

with requests to talk about it. I found myself 

drawn into the world of popular writing and 

pseudoscholarship, which helped me recognize 

Fabricating Jesus: How Modern Scholars Distort the Gospels by Craig A. Evans is a major release from IVP Books seeking to 

redress skeptical versions of Jesus that have dominated bookstores of late. We believe Craig has written comprehensibly 

for the general audience, while nevertheless offering a seasoned scholar’s perspective on contemporary Jesus studies. 

Veteran IVP Academic editor Jim Hoover interviewed Craig recently.
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Craig A.  
Evans

Inside

N. T. Wright Examines the Problem of Evil—and What We Can Do About It

If we are going to speak about the cross, we have to say something about evil. And immediately we have a problem. Not 

only are theologians aware and concerned about evil. So are politicians. This central theological term has come into com-

mon parlance as we address terrorism, ethnic cleansing, tsunamis, earthquakes, AIDS and more.  

continued on page 3

What surprises Tom Wright

about all this is that peo-

ple seem to be surprised. 

The intensity of the ha-

tred or the scope of the 

destruction seems to have 

caught some people off-

guard. After all, aren’t 

people, at heart, well mean-

Wright’s important new book, Evil and the Justice 

of God. Wright, the Anglican bishop of Durham, 

England, tackles this enduring issue with the 

same verve and disciplined thinking that have 

characterized his highly acclaimed Jesus and the 

Victory of God and other works. He explores the 

reasons some people are surprised when evil slaps 

them in the face. Alternatively, he considers how 

ing? As he says, “Despite the horrific battles of 

Mons and the Somme during World War I, 

despite Auschwitz and Buchenwald, . . . people 

still . . . suppose that the world is basically a good 

place and that its problems are more or less solu-

ble by technology, education, ‘development’ in 

the sense of ‘Westernization,’ and the application 

. . . of Western democracy.”

This is the setting and impetus for N. T. 

Academic Alert

3-4  AAR & SBL 2006 
Join us for an evening reception with 
author N. T. Wright speaking on Evil 
and the Justice of God. And stop by 
our booth, number 115. 

4  New & Noteworthy 

W. David Buschart extends an invita-

tion to theological hospitality and James 

Sire delivers A Little Primer on 

Humble Apologetics.

6  An Emergent Theology 

Ray Anderson pursues parallels between 

today’s emerging church and the fledgling 

church in first-century Antioch, in search 

of  hope for expansive renewal.

7  Church & State 

A new book blows open the controversial 

debate on the place of religious voices 

in politics—and the public square may 

never be the same.

N. T.  
Wright
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continued on page 5

Hoover: You take on a few named skeptics, 

including Robert Funk, James Robinson, 

Robert Price and Bart Ehrman. You classify 

them as “old and new school skeptics.”  

Just what do you have in mind by those 

categories?

Evans: Funk and Robinson assume that 

much of the Gospel tradition originated with 

the early church, not with Jesus. But they do 

see important lines of continuity between 

the traditional Jesus and the trimmed Jesus 

of their critical perspective. They are repre-

sentative of what I call “old school skeptics.” 

It is very different with Price and Ehrman, 

whom I classify as “new school skeptics.” Price 

doubts the whole of the Gospel tradition 

and even wonders if there really was a Jesus. 

Ehrman also expresses a great deal of skepti-

cism, focusing on scribal errors in the New 

Testament manuscripts and coming to some 

pretty extreme and unwarranted conclusions. 

This is what distinguishes Price and Ehrman 

from Funk and Robinson—the extremeness 

of the positions they take. And it is this 

extremeness that creates the environment for 

today’s purveyors of bogus history.

Hoover: For some readers, the questions 

you address at the beginning of chapter two 

will seem almost ludicrous: Was Jesus literate? 

Did he have an interest in Scripture? Was he  

interested in eschatology? Did he understand 

himself to be Israel’s Messiah? Where do these 

questions come from, and why should we take  

them seriously?

mid-second-century documents into their 

first-century portraits of Christianity? 

Evans: The handling of the extracanonical 

Gospels—Gnostic and otherwise—is one of 

the areas in so-called critical biblical scholar-

ship that I find curious and even embarrassing. 

We have scholars who subject the New 

Testament Gospels to very severe criticism 

and then, in stark contrast, are remarkably 

uncritical in their treatment of writings outside 

the New Testament. Academia’s penchant for 

supporting the marginalized and criticizing 

the establishment may account for the love 

affair with the second-century documents. 

Hoover: The Jesus Seminar and John 

Dominic Crossan come in for some rather 

severe criticism in this book. What is it about 

their approach that so dismays you? 

Evans: I like Dom Crossan; I regard him as a 

friend. I joust with him frequently, because he 

has written on almost every topic Fabricating  

Jesus addresses. He is also the most visible 

member of the Jesus Seminar. He has 

explored—with great optimism—the 

potential contributions to the historical Jesus 

made by Thomas, Peter, Egerton and Secret 

Mark, the four best-known Gospels outside 

the New Testament. Crossan concludes that 

these writings contain traditions that are 

in some instances earlier and more reliable 

than what we have in the New Testament 

Gospels. Unfortunately, I believe Crossan 

is wrong at every turn. Thomas and Egerton 

were not composed prior to the second half 

of the second century. They are secondary 

and derivative. Peter may not be the second-

century Gospel of Peter at all, but a late-Roman, 

early-Byzantine writing, perhaps dating to the 

fourth or fifth century. And finally, Secret Mark 

is in all probability a mid-twentieth-century 

hoax. It tells us nothing credible about the 

Evans: All of these questions are in response 

to conclusions reached by leading members 

of the Jesus Seminar, whose work has been 

widely covered by the media. Doubts about 

Jesus’ literacy arise from misuse of statistics, 

while doubts about Jesus’ interest in Scripture 

and Israel’s messianic hopes arise from failure 

to understand the context in which Jesus lived 

and ministered. Nowhere does the incompe-

tence of the Jesus Seminar reveal itself more 

appallingly than here. The Seminar’s errors, 

which are egregious and legion, arise from 

inadequate acquaintance with the land of 

Israel and Jewish beliefs and customs.

Hoover: Do you approach questions 

regarding the so-called historical Jesus differ-

ently as a historian than you would as a 

believer? Is that even a fair question to ask?

Evans: It is a fair question, and it touches 

on a problem with which evangelicals have 

struggled for a long time. In my view, history 

is history. All documents purporting to tell 

us about the past need to be assessed criti-

cally and fairly. That is, by the way, what 

the early church more or less did; and it is 

why Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were 

recognized as authoritative, and the Gospel of 

Thomas and other second-century writings 

were not. Where faith comes in is in the 

importance attached to the history that is 

discerned in the ancient writings. After all, 

critical scholars of all stripes may conclude 

that Jesus really thought his death would 

have saving value. But faith says that his death 

actually did have saving value and that it calls 

for a response.

Hoover: Chapters three and four prove to be 

some of the most challenging. This is where 

you address the issues of Gnosticism and what 

Tom Wright calls “the new myth of Christian 

origins.” Why do you think some scholars 

have become so enamored of importing these 

Craig A. Evans, continued from page 1

The [Jesus] Seminar’s errors, which are egregious and 
legion, arise from inadequate acquaintance with the 
land of Israel and Jewish beliefs and customs.
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postmodernism has helped us understand di-

mensions of evil but why it hasn’t helped us 

move toward a solution.

Wright’s goal is to take evil with abso-

lute seriousness while also opening the door 

to hope. Yet how can one do the first without 

falling into despair, and how can one achieve 

the latter without being a Pollyanna? This 

is the task he sets before himself. Why? Be-

cause he aims to not just chart a course of un-

derstanding but a course of action.

While neither the Old nor New Testa-

ment explains why evil exists, Wright points 

out that “ever since the garden, ever since 

God’s grief over Noah, ever since Babel and 

Abraham, the [biblical] story has been about 

the messy way in which God has had to work 

to bring the world out of the mess. Somehow, 

in a way we are inclined to find offensive, God 

has to get his boots muddy and, it seems, to 

get his hands bloody, to put the world back 

to rights.”

In Evil and the Justice of God, Wright con-

tinues his well-known refusal to employ sim-

plistic thinking, or to sidestep controversy 

when right thinking clearly calls for it. “The 

official response [to the events of 9/11 in the 

U.S. (and U.K.)],” he submits, “was exactly the 

kind of knee-jerk . . . lashing out which gets us 

nowhere. . . . The terrorist actions of Al-Qae-

da were and are unmitigatedly evil. But the 

astonishing naivety which decreed that the 

United States . . . was a pure, innocent victim, 

so that the world could be neatly divided up 

into evil people (particularly Arabs) and good 

people (particularly Americans and Israelis), 

and that the latter had a responsibility now 

to punish the former, is . . . simply a failure to 

think deeply about what’s going on.”

The world can’t be divided into bad 

people (“axis of evil”) and good people (“coali-

tion of the willing”), with the latter respon-

sible for punishing the former. The line be-

tween good and evil is not between “us” and 

“them”—rather, as Solzhenitsyn says, it runs 

through each one of us. 

A strong, mature, nuanced response to 

evil is solidly based on the story of God’s work 

in the world and in us, especially through the 

cross. It means “working for a world in which 

people no longer wish to become terrorists, in 

which people no longer enslave one another 

with crippling debt, and in which those who 

live at great risk of the natural elements re-

ceive special protection from civil authorities,” 

Wright says. “[These] are the real problems. 

The philosophical problems often function 

simply as a smoke screen behind which we 

try to hide.”

The heart of the book lies in his move-

ment from the story of God’s work in the 

world throughout biblical history to the 

ongoing story of God’s work in the world 

through us. Where does the continuity lie?  

How can Christians make a difference?  Both 

rightly understanding our own problems and 

weaknesses as the church, along with fully 

appreciating the means God has set forth, are 

called for.

Daringly, Wright says the route to de-

liverance is through forgiveness. “As South 

Africa’s Desmond Tutu has shown so graphi-

cally, [forgiveness] is the most hopeful sign of 

community restoration and healing known 

to the human race.” When others might see 

forgiveness as a weak response to the power 

of evil, Wright calls the achievement of Tu-

tu’s South African Commission for Truth 

and Reconciliation “the most extraordinary 

sign of the power of the Christian gospel in 

the world in my lifetime. . . . How unthink-

able such a thing would have been twenty-five 

years ago, or indeed how unthinkable such a 

thing would still be in Beirut, Belfast or . . . 

Jerusalem.”

InterVarsity Press is also releasing two 

one-hour DVDs featuring N. T. Wright. 

The first, entitled simply Evil, is a PBS-style 

production from CTVC in England narrated 

by Wright and filmed in Israel, South Africa 

and England. The DVD confronts some of 

the major issues of our time, from the Christ-

mas Tsunami to the African AIDS pan- 

demic, from the Iraq war to 9/11 and the 

murky world of violence and sexual exploi-

tation, with the same clarity as Evil and the 

Justice of God. In South Africa with Desmond 

Tutu, Wright explores in the film the poten-

tial for defeating evil. While putting evil and 

its manifestations under the biblical spot-

light, Wright says there is a solution to the 

problem of evil, if only we have the honesty 

and the courage to name it and understand it 

for what it is.

The other sixty-minute DVD narrated 

by Wright, entitled Resurrection, presents 

the essence of his thinking on this pivotal 

event in the Gospels. Shot on location in 

Israel, Wright walks us through the political, 

historical and theological issues at stake in 

Jesus’ day and today. Well-known for his 

landmark The Resurrection of the Son of God, 

Wright brings clarity and insight to one 

of the most profound mysteries in human 

history. 

N. T. Wright, continued from page 1

Wright Reception at 
Annual Meetings of  
the AAR & SBL
InterVarsity Press invites Alert readers  

to attend an evening reception featuring  

N. T. Wright speaking on Evil and the 

Justice of God. The reception will be held 

Sunday, November 19, at 8:00 p.m. in  

the Washington Convention Center, 

Room �0�A. 

“The official response [to the events of 9/11 in the 
U.S. (and U.K.)] was exactly the kind of knee-jerk 
lashing out which gets us nowhere.” 
—N. T. Wright
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Baptist, Wesleyan, Dispensational and 

Pentecostal. David Buschart traces their his-

tories, explains their interpretive approaches 

to Scripture and highlights their key beliefs. 

While cynicism can be 

a tool of discernment, 

it is unsustainable as a 

worldview. Dick Keyes’s 

interdisciplinary tour of 

cynicism, Seeing Through 

Cynicism, subjects cynicism 

to its own scrutiny, creating a penetrating 

model of cultural apologetics.

Urban ministry texts are 

often theory-heavy but 

lack praxis. Not so with 

Randy White’s Encounter 

God in the City, which  

provides practical exam-

ples of experiential dis-

cipleship in urban settings. 

In A Clear and Present 

Word (New Studies in 

Biblical Theology), Mark 

Thompson revisits the 

question of the clarity of 

Scripture, restating the 

doctrine in light of herme-

neutical challenges and 

expounding the living God as Guarantor of 

his Word.

A comprehensive treat-

ment of biblical teaching 

on divorce and remarriage, 

Divorce and Remarriage 

in the Church is a com-

pressed version of David 

Instone-Brewer’s previous 

Eerdmans book, augmented with pastoral 

guidance for clergy and laity alike.

In Joyful Exiles, Jim 

Houston offers his reflec-

tions on Christian life 

in our cultural context. 

Offered as a legacy to the 

next generation, Jim speaks 

with passion, conviction 

and wisdom. A bracing yet energizing wake-

up call for disciples of Christ who would 

receive and pass on a living faith.

In A Model for Marriage, 

Jack and Judy Balswick 

provide characteristic 

insight into marriage. 

Drawing together theo-

logical insight, social psy-

chological research and 

wisdom grown from their own marriage, 

they encourage couples taking up the high 

calling of marriage.

Exploring Protestant 

Traditions is an informative 

guide to eight prominent 

Protestant traditions: 

Lutheran, Anabaptist, 

Reformed, Anglican, 

Grant Osborne has done 

students and professors a 

great service with a thor-

ough revision and update 

of The Hermeneutical 

Spiral, his “comprehensive 

introduction to biblical 

interpretation.” Two chapters have been 

added, discussions have been revised, and 

the bibliography has been vastly extended 

with new material covering the fifteen years 

since the first edition.

A Little Primer on Humble 

Apologetics is the newest 

offering from veteran 

author and former 

InterVarsity Press editor 

Jim Sire. This fine compan-

ion to Why Good Arguments 

Often Fail is a reminder of the value and lim-

its of apologetic arguments.

There are two new 

ACCS volumes coming in 

November and January: 

Acts (NT vol. 5), edited 

by Francis Martin; and 

John 1-10 (NT vol. 4a), 

edited by Joel C. Elowsky. 

Both extend the tradition of patristic exe-

gesis characteristic of the series. Originally 

planned as one volume, John has grown to 

two. There was simply too much good mate-

rial to cram into one volume.

In Presence-Centered Youth 

Ministry, youth ministry 

veteran Mike King decon-

structs conventional min-

istry methods in search of 

a more profound model: 

students practicing the pres-

ence of God. This book helps youth minis-

ters reimagine themselves less as babysitters 

and more as spiritual guides.

New & Noteworthy

InterVarsity Press in D.C. 

for Annual Meetings of 

the AAR & SBL

The Annual Meetings of the American 

Academy of Religion and the Society of 

Biblical Literature will be held November 

18-�1 in Washington, D.C. As usual, 

InterVarsity Press will be sending a number 

of its academic editors and sales and mar-

keting personnel to attend sessions, meet 

with friends and authors, and find out how 

to be of service to you and your academic 

colleagues. Stop by our booth, number 115, 

and let us know how we can assist you with 

course or research needs. Peruse the latest 

IVP Academic works and take advantage  

of a 50% conference discount. Exhibits will 

be held in the Washington Convention 

Center Exhibit Hall. We look forward to 

seeing you! 
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the Gospel of Judas, for which you served as an 

adviser to the National Geographic Society. 

How did you get involved in this, and what did 

you learn from the experience?

Evans: While pursuing my Ph.D. at 

Claremont I studied Coptic and was a member 

of the Nag Hammadi Seminar. Because of 

this and because of my work in Jesus and the 

Gospels I was one of a relatively small number 

of scholars who possessed the training and 

expertise in the several areas that come into 

play in the analysis of a writing like the Gospel 

of Judas, which is Coptic, Gnostic, related to 

the Nag Hammadi writings, and purports to 

tell us about Jesus and Judas. My experience 

with National Geographic was very positive 

and, although I do not agree with the perspec-

tives of some of the other advisers, our time 

together, including dealing with an overheated 

media, was very rewarding.

Hoover: What are your hopes for this book 

Craig A. Evans, continued from page 2

composition of Mark or the life of Jesus. 

Constructing a new portrait of the historical 

Jesus on the basis of materials such as these 

is disastrous.

Hoover: In a later chapter you take a fresh 

look at Jesus’ healings and miracles. How can a 

historian rightly approach these issues?

Evans: This has been the most confusing 

area of contention in historical Jesus research, 

ever since deists long ago first raised objec-

tions to the miracles. The problem is that 

many historians try to play the role of scien-

tists, philosophers or metaphysicians. All of 

that has its place, but the primary task of the 

historian is to ask what the sources tell us, 

what Jesus’ contemporaries observed and how 

they understood it. Everyone who observed 

Jesus—whether followers, opponents or the 

indifferent—witnessed what could only be 

described as miracles, or mighty works of 

power. The historian’s task is to evaluate 

the evidence, not to find scientific explana-

tions. The evidence strongly suggests—and a 

growing number of historians now recognize 

this—that Jesus performed works of power 

and that these works contributed significantly 

to the way people understood him. No assess-

ment of the historical Jesus has a hope of 

being accurate if the miracles are not taken 

into account. 

Hoover: You have an appendix addressing 

besides funding your grandson’s education?—

not that we’re predicting it will.

Evans: I hope it will fund Merrick’s education! 

But in more immediate terms, my hope is that 

Fabricating Jesus will assist a large number of 

readers—experts and nonexperts alike—to 

understand more clearly what is wrong with 

the extreme views that have been proffered 

in recent years and how and why these views 

came to be. Not everyone will assess Jesus 

and the Gospels the same way, but there is 

an intelligent, informed common ground that 

recognizes legitimate ancient sources that 

reflect realistically the world in which Jesus 

lived and ministered. Fabricating Jesus dispels the 

fog that hides that ground. 

A Socio-Rhetorical Supplement to Traditional Commentaries

Ben Witherington III, 

en route to produc-

ing a full-fledged 

New Testament 

theology, has been 

systematically 

exegeting the New 

Testament book by 

book. The result 

has been a series 

of commentaries, published by a variety of 

publishers, highlighting socio-rhetorical 

analysis. Readers will find that Witherington 

consistently seeks to supplement the work of 

more traditional commentaries by focusing 

on this socio-rhetorical element and offer-

ing “bridging contexts” that suggest ways in 

which the material is particularly relevant to 

the church today. IVP Academic will produce 

three volumes on what have traditionally been 

called the Pastoral and Catholic (or General) 

Epistles. Stressing that some of these so-called 

letters are more likely homilies, Witherington 

has also gathered them together according to 

the milieu out of which they arose or to which 

they were addressed. Thus the first volume is 

Letters and Homilies for Hellenized Christians,  

Vol. 1: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on Titus,  

1-2 Timothy and 1-3 John. This will be followed 

by Letters and Homilies for Jewish Christians: A 

Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on Hebrew, James 

and Jude, and later Letters and Homilies for 

Hellenized Christians, Vol. 2: A Socio-Rhetorical 

Commentary on 1-2 Peter. Among added 

benefits in the first volume is an extended 

critique of the idea of pseudepigraphy in the 

New Testament and a case for Luke as Paul’s 

amanuensis for the Pastorals. 

No assessment of the historical Jesus has a hope  
of being accurate if the miracles are not taken  
into account.
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Mary for Evangelicals

Is Mary for evan-

gelicals? Should 

there be such a 

thing as an evan-

gelical Mariology? 

Is she Our Lady 

too?

 With his feet 

planted firmly in 

the evangelical 

tradition, Tim Perry began to think that there 

must be more to Mary than generally meets 

the evangelical eye. Are two thousand years 

of Christian thought on Mary almost wholly 

wrong? How could the mother of our Lord, 

simply by virtue of the fact that she was God’s 

chosen means of the incarnation, not deserve 

more serious theological reflection?

Beginning with Scripture, Perry probes 

the texts and traces the development of 

Christian thinking and practice related 

to Mary. From the earliest church fathers 

through the medieval thinkers and Protestant 

Reformers, then on through the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries to present-day 

Catholic thought, Perry takes us on a fasci-

nating and informative tour. He concludes 

with a constructive—and surprising—theo-

logical proposal for an evangelical Mariology 

that is rooted in, and demanded by, a high 

Christology.

Mary for Evangelicals addresses the increas-

ing evangelical interest in Mary and contrib-

utes to the current discussion of Mariology 

in evangelical-Roman Catholic dialogue. Sure 

to be discussed and debated, this is a book 

that will leave readers in a different place than 

where they begin. 

An Emergent Theology for Emerging Churches

The church in 

every genera-

tion, including its 

first, had to face 

the social forces 

of inertia and 

acculturation if 

it was to remain 

faithful. There 

are those today, 

many identifying with the emergent church 

movement, who are wondering if the church, 

even in its evangelical branch, is as faithful as it 

might be to the teaching of Scripture. Veteran 

theologian Ray Anderson provides a critical 

theological framework to sort through the 

wide-ranging critiques being articulated and 

to guide positive proposals that might shape 

a renewal of the church. Anderson’s point 

of departure is an exploration of the tension 

between the early church at Jerusalem and the 

frontier church of Antioch found in the pages 

of the New Testament itself. Such a church 

is always called to be an emerging church, no 

matter what generation. Anderson provides us 

a theologically profound vision that both far 

surpasses the critiques usually offered against 

the Enlightenment acculturation of the church 

and opens up a vista of the Living Lord in the 

power of his Spirit unbinding the people of 

God from its current cultural captivities. 

Faith Among the Chosen

Old Testament 

Theology: Israel’s 

Faith is the sec-

ond of John 

Goldingay’s magis-

terial three-volume 

Old Testament 

Theology. The 

award-winning 

first volume, Old 

Testament Theology: Israel’s Gospel, followed the 

story line of the First Testament, developing 

its narrative theology. This volume finds its 

point of departure in the Prophets, Psalms 

and Wisdom literature, where we encounter a 

more discursive thinking that is closer to tradi-

tional theology.

In a style that cleaves closely to the text, 

Goldingay offers up a masterful exposition 

of the faith of the First Testament, one born 

of living long with the text and the refined 

skill of asking incisive questions and listening 

with trained attention. Never one to sacrifice 

a close hearing of a text for an easy generality, 

or to mute a discordant note for the sake of re-

assuring harmony, Goldingay gives us an Old 

Testament theology shot through with the 

edge-of-the-seat vitality of discovery.

The first volume of Old Testament Theology 

has triggered lively discussion in the academy. 

This volume will also be welcomed and dis-

cussed by scholars. Its fresh presentations of 

theological motifs, as well as its engagement 

with contemporary contexts, will also greatly 

enrich the treasury of insights this series offers 

to preachers and communicators of the Old 

Testament. 

A More-Churched State?
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A More-Churched State?

Why Politics Needs 

Religion has the 

potential to change 

the landscape 

of Christian 

involvement in 

public debate. 

We’ve all seen 

politics (mis)use 

religion, and 

religion (mis)use politics. But disconnecting 

Christian faith from life and the common 

good just isn’t an option for resolving the 

problem. Brendan Sweetman, who teaches 

philosophy at Rockhurst University, Kansas 

City, Missouri, offers a clear, cogent and 

astute case for just how and why religion, 

and especially the Christian faith, has a vital 

contribution to make to civil debate. Clearly 

demarcating both the legitimate aspects and 

the limits of religious arguments, Sweetman 

answers all the major objections, one at a 

time, to having them inform our political 

debates. Of particular help is his analysis of 

the unavoidably religious dimension of so-

called secular arguments and the concomitant 

rational limits to arguments offered from that 

quarter. Those interested in establishing either 

a theocracy or a “seculocracy” will not like this 

book. Those who value the moral relevance 

of Christian faith and a public square guided 

by a principled democratic pluralism will find 

Sweetman’s analysis and practical guidance a 

veritable tour de force. Buy one for yourself and 

send another to a congressional representative 

of your choice. 

Ancient Spirit. Ancient Mission.

Two recent publi-

cations from OT 

scholar Christopher 

Wright shed new 

light on our under-

standing of God 

as portrayed in the 

Old Testament.

In Knowing 

the Holy Spirit 

Through the Old Testament, Wright addresses 

our tendency to think of the Holy Spirit as 

the straggler of the Trinity, a latecomer in 

God’s interaction with the world. Wright 

traces the Holy Spirit through the pages of 

the Old Testament: in the decrees of prophets 

and psalmists, in the actions of judges and 

craftspeople, in the anointing of kings and the 

promise of a new creation. From its first pages 

to its last, Scripture directs us to a Holy Spirit 

empowering the people of God, and sustaining 

and renewing the face of the earth.

In The Mission of God, Wright goes 

beyond the assumption that the Bible is our 

basis for Christian mission to boldly maintain 

that the entire Bible is first and foremost about 

mission—God’s mission.  Beginning with 

the Old Testament and its groundwork for 

understanding who 

God is, what he has 

called his people 

to be and do, and 

how the nations fit 

into God’s mission, 

Wright gives us an 

interpretive perspec-

tive on Scripture 

and a firm basis for 

holistic mission. God’s mission is to reclaim 

the world—including the created order—and 

God’s people have a designated role to play in 

that mission. 

A Worshiping Community

Bad worship 

produces bad 

theology, and bad 

theology pro-

duces an unhealthy 

church. In Liturgical 

Theology, Simon 

Chan issues a call 

to evangelicals to 

develop a mature 

theology of the church—an ecclesiology that 

is grounded in the church’s identity as a wor-

shiping community. Evangelicals, he argues, 

are confused about the meaning and purpose 

of the church in part because they have an 

inadequate understanding of Christian wor-

ship. As a remedy for this ailment, Chan 

presents a coherent theology of the church 

that pays particular attention to the liturgi-

cal practices that have constituted Christian 

worship throughout the centuries. With a 

seasoned eye and steady hand, he guides the 

reader through these practices and unpacks 

their significance for theology, spirituality and 

the renewal of evangelicalism in the postmod-

ern era.

Chan’s proposal advances the conver-

sation among evangelicals regarding the 

relationship between theology and worship. 

In contrast to theologians who emphasize a 

sociological analysis, Chan seeks to understand 

what is essential to the church’s theological 

identity. Drawing on the larger Christian 

tradition, Chan argues that we discover that 

identity in the structure and significance of 

Christian worship. 
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case. The other three schol-

ars then respond. Here is a 

gateway to clearer under-

standing of the atonement 

and the issues at its core.

The Twentieth Anni-

versary Edition of The Cross 

of Christ—John Stott’s mas-

terful case for penal sub-

stitution as the principal biblical understanding of 

the atonement—delves deep into the cross: what it 

accomplished for sinful humanity, what it achieved 

in God’s response to evil and its implications for the 

life of the Christian community. 

The penal substitutionary view 

of the atonement has recently 

come under criticism among 

evangelicals, and a lively debate 

has taken hold. The Nature of the 

Atonement offers a panel discus-

sion of four views of atonement 

(Christus Victor, kaleidoscopic, 

healing and penal substitution-

ary) maintained by four evangelical scholars (Gregory 

Boyd, Joel Green, Bruce Reichenbach and Thomas 

Schreiner).

Following an introduction from editors James 

Beilby and Paul R. Eddy, each participant presents his 

A Is for Atonement
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    In How Much Does God 

Foreknow? Steven Roy, 

of Trinity Evangelical 

Divinity School, offers a 

biblically grounded defense 

of exhaustive divine fore-

knowledge. Roy believes 

that the philosophical  

cart has gotten ahead of  

the scriptural horse in the debate over openness 

theology offered by scholars such as John Sanders, 

Clark Pinnock and Gregory Boyd. 

Evangelicals have their differ-

ences. But we can still talk!  

Roger Olson’s latest work, 

Arminian Theology, clarifies clas-

sical Arminian theology that 

locates itself in the Reformation 

tradition and distinguishes itself 

from both semi-Pelagianism and 

high Calvinism. Olson’s thor-

ough work will correct misperceptions by detractors and 

adherents of Arminian theology and contribute to an 

honest and proper dialogue among evangelicals of  

all stripes.  

Somewhere Between Pelagianism & High Calvinism

They will keep it, pulling it from their shelves for 

years to come.

An international team of scholars is respon-

sible for this meticulously researched effort. Paul 

Lawrence is currently a research assistant and 

teaches in the School of Archaeology, Classics and 

Egyptology at the University of Liverpool. Senior 

consulting editor Alan Millard is Honorary Senior 

Fellow at the University of Liverpool. Consulting 

editors are Heinrich von Siebenthal, lecturer 

in New Testament at the Freie Theologische 

Akademie, Giessen, Germany; and John Walton, 

professor of Old Testament at Wheaton College, 

Illinois. 

The IVP Atlas of Bible History 

is a text your students will 

thank you for assigning. Not 

only is it a colorful, up-to-

date, large-format resource 

of Bible history, geography 

and archaeology. Not only 

does it cover the main events 

of both Testaments with an 

engaging narrative. Not only does it include hundreds of 

relief maps, photos, illustrations and battle plans. Not 

only is it ideal for Bible overview courses and advanced 

classes. Your students will thank you because this is one 

of those rare texts they won’t resell the day after finals. 

“The New IVP Atlas? Thanks Professor, You’re the Best!”


