
Th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f 
Eckhard J. Schnabel’s 

Early Christian Mission is 
a major publishing event. 
Th i s  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a -
tion (the author’s own!) of 
his Urchr ist l iche Mission 
(Brockhaus, 2002) is no less 
than two volumes and over 
1,800 pages in length, which 
alone qualifies as “major.” But 

on opening its pages, one immediately encounters evi-
dence of exceptional industry, learning, and command 
of primary and secondary sources. We can confidently 
claim—as a chorus of endorsers cheerfully confirms 
(“Not since Harnack” is the repeated refrain)—that 
our knowledge and understanding of the first-century 
missionary movement have been put on a new foot-

ing with Schnabel’s work. And the implications for 
contemporary missiology should not be missed. The 
following interview by IVP’s Dan Reid with Schnabel, 
who teaches New Testament at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School, will give you some taste of what you 
can expect to find in Early Christian Mission. 
Reid: What prompted you to take on this project?
Schnabel: When I was asked in 1995 to lecture on 
the missionary work of the early church, I quickly 
realized that there was no comprehensive monograph 
on this topic. There was not even a synthetic study 
of Paul’s missionary work. Once I had outlined my 
lecture series, I sensed that this could well be the pro-
visional outline of a book.
Reid: When you began your research, did you have a 
sense of the immensity of the task? 
Schnabel: Not initially. For several years I expanded 
my lecture material, focusing one year more on the 
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There was pre-Christmas celebration in our edi-
torial hallway last December when I. Howard 

Marshall submitted the manuscript of his New 
Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel. 
And we are very excited to be publishing this book 
in October. Many of our Alert readers have been the 
beneficiaries of Marshall’s careful scholarship over the 
years, a career that has established him as something 
of a “dean” of evangelical New Testament scholars. 
Readers will be delighted to get their hands on this 
summation of his insights into the theology of the 
New Testament. And it will not disappoint. This is a 
substantial work, marked by a wonderful clarity and 
that kind of sensible judgment derived from a deeply 
informed and seasoned mind. Graham Stanton has 
called it “a stunning achievement by an outstanding 
scholar,” and David Scholer opines that it “should be 
regarded as today’s standard in the field.” IVP’s Dan 
Reid asks Marshall a few questions about the book 

and its writing in the follow-
ing interview. (Note the link-
age between mission theology 
here and mission history in 
the Schnabel interview, and 
join us for an engaging con-
versation on the missionary 
context of the New Testament 
at AAR and SBL.)
Reid: What can one hope 
to achieve in writing a New 
Testament theology? Is it something more than 
attempting to come up with a “good theological read-
ing” of the New Testament? 
Marshall: I suppose that this question is really 
asking what New Testament theology is, and that is 
not an easy question to answer. What one can say is 
that all the New Testament authors are thinking and 
writing theologically whatever be the themes that 
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Gospels, the next year on Acts, then on Paul’s 
missionary strategy. When I decided to pre- 
sent a fully comprehensive picture of the early 
Christian mission, that is, to include historical 
material, exegetical discussion and theologi-
cal reflection, I sensed that the project would 
become very large. I was very fortunate that 
Ulrich Brockhaus, my German publisher, did 
not impose page limits when the full extent of 
the project began to emerge. 
Reid: Your study is very concrete. For instance, 
you give us descriptions—often rather detailed 
summary descriptions—of many of the places 
that Jesus, the disciples, Paul and others visited 
or might have visited in their missionary work. 
What concerns pressed you in this direction? 
Schnabel: From the beginning, my target audi-
ence included people who do what Jesus and the 
apostles did—missionaries who preach the good 
news of Jesus Christ and who plant churches in 
unreached areas. I began to lecture on the mis-
sionary work of the early church after I had 
just returned from Manila, Philippines, where 
I had served with the Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship, teaching at Asian Theological 
Seminary. Since missionaries are busy people, 
they have often not taken the time to analyze 
New Testament texts carefully from a historical 
perspective before deriving “lessons” for modern 
missionary work. Also, in some areas, such as 
geographical knowledge in the ancient world, 
even New Testament scholars are not always 
fully abreast of specialized scholarship. I there-
fore decided to include a relatively large amount 
of historical detail in my work to ground the 
missionary work of the early church in the his-
torical, geographical and social realities of the 
first century.
Reid: Did you have any notable preconceptions 
of early Christian mission that were overthrown 
or surprisingly altered by your research? If so, 
what were they?
Schnabel: Initially I shared the traditional 
consensus that the apostles continued the mis-
sionary work of the Jewish community of their 
time, although with a different message. After 
more research I joined the growing number of 
scholars who dispute that there ever was an 
early Jewish mission to Gentiles, and I became 
convinced that there were no Greek or Roman 
models either for a movement that proactively 
sought to expand internationally and cross-

of missiological conclusions you have drawn 
from your exegetical and historical investiga-
tion?
Schnabel: It is only in the last chapter that I 
explore briefly some missiological questions. It 
would require another book to interact more 
fully with contemporary evangelistic practices 
and missiological models. One major conclu-
sion from my study of Paul’s apostolic ministry 
is that we need to be very careful not to simply 
pay lip service to our reliance upon the triune 
God and his Word in our own ministries of 
church planting and church nurture, while rely-
ing in fact on models and approaches derived 
from management studies or sociological mod-
els. Paul was always very much aware of the fact 
that the message of “Christ crucified” is a fun-
damental problem in doing missionary work, 
but he consistently refused to “contextualize” 
his message in such a manner that this “prob-
lem” would disappear. I think there is a very 
important lesson here, in a time where allegedly 
seeker-focused models of ministry see no need 
to even read Scripture in worship services.
Reid: Can you give us a couple of popular 
myths about early Christian mission that are 
promulgated today in mission circles and that 
you hope your work will correct? 
Schnabel: As a result of my research into 
what we can know about the ministry of the 
Twelve after Pentecost, I came to doubt the 
popular notion that Paul was the only major 
missionary among the Gentiles, or at least the 
missionary to the Gentiles par excellence—this 
impression may be little more than the result of 
Luke’s silence about the Twelve in Acts 3—28, 

culturally. This means that the early Christian 
mission was without precedent in the ancient 
world, a conclusion whose consequences I 
sought to highlight. 
Reid: Just how new and startling a thing is this 
development on the religious landscape of the 
ancient Mediterranean world? 
Schnabel: The novelty of the “universal” 
dimension of the early Christian mission can-
not be overestimated. This dimension is linked, 
of course, with the conviction that forgiveness 
of sins is possible for Jews and non-Jews, for the 
educated and for the barbarians, for men and 
women, for rich and poor—but only through 
faith in Jesus Messiah and Kyrios. And it was 
this conviction that got the apostles, specifically, 
but also the church in general, in big trouble 
already in the first century, and with even more 
violence and suffering in the second and third 
centuries. The novelty of the internationally and 
crossculturally expanding early Christian move-
ment also testifies to the courage and audac-
ity of the apostles who were willing to trust 
Jesus’ promise of his presence “to the ends of the 
earth” while having to operate without available 
models.
Reid: You point out that early Christian mis-
sion has been badly ignored by New Testament 
histories and theologies. Why do you think this 
is the case?
Schnabel: One reason may have been an 
aversion to present synthetic studies. It has 
only been in more recent years that more New 
Testament scholars have published a “New 
Testament Introduction,” a “Theology of the 
New Testament” or a “New Testament History.” 
This aversion, more often than not, at least in 
Europe, can be traced to the atomistic results 
of the traditional historical-critical study of the 
New Testament texts, which has abandoned the 
notion of the unity of Scripture and which has 
failed to produce a consensus in many fields of 
inquiry. Another reason may be the fact that 
very few New Testament scholars have had 
firsthand missionary experience themselves. 
Moreover, the hermeneutical horizon of the 
Enlightenment, with its demand for tolerance 
and understanding, often produced contempt 
for contemporary missionary work, which is 
hardly conducive for writing about the early 
Christian mission.
Reid: Can you give us a salient example or two 

Early Christian Mission, continued from page 1
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New Testament Theology, continued from page 1

they are addressing. What you are trying to do 
is to reconstruct the Christian beliefs that they 
must be presumed to have in order to write the 
things that they do. Similarly, you might try 
to reconstruct the political beliefs that shape 
the speeches of a politician, working back from 
what is explicit to what is implicit and gives 
content and coherence to the whole. 

But then you have to go a bit further 
and ask whether the Christian beliefs of Paul, 
Luke, John and so on are essentially the same 
or diverse and even contradictory. A theology of 
the New Testament in the sense of a common 
body of belief held (with variations) by all the 
writers may be nothing more than a pious hope. 
Their views may have been so divergent that 
there is not enough of a common basis to war-
rant the name “New Testament theology.” I have 
tried to show that there is such a common core, 
while emphasizing that the different writers 
expressed and developed it in their own indi-
vidual ways and at times not without problems 
(compare how Peter and Paul had a [in my opin-
ion, temporary] difference of opinion, reflected 
in Galatians 2, and how James had to criticize 
what was probably a false understanding of 
Paul’s theology). So a book on New Testament 
theology must exhibit the individual thinking of 
the various authors (and Jesus), show whether 
and how there is harmony between them, and 
bring out the particular nuances that may be 
peculiar to different writers.
Reid: But is it possible? How would you 
respond to those who say that writing a New 
Testament theology is like chasing a chimera? 
Marshall: Heikki Räisänen has said more 
or less just that. The immediate response is to 
point to something like ten such works by lead-
ing scholars from across the theological spec-
trum that have appeared in the last few years, 
and to say that their works demonstrate that 
the task is profitable and useful, even though 
they do not agree with one another at every 
point. Some would argue that there is too much 
diversity in the New Testament for us to be able 
to extract “the theology of the New Testament,” 
but I simply do not find this to be the case. 
Reid: Let me clarify that I like this book just 
as it is—so this question does not mask a com-
plaint—but I do recall that you started out 
with the idea of writing a fairly concise New 
Testament theology. What factors compelled its 
growth into a fairly robust 700-plus pages? 
Marshall: The original inspiration was a book 

of 160 small pages by my Aberdeen teacher, 
A. M. Hunter, who never wrote anything other 
than short books that he could subsequently 
recommend to students as “my little book,” and 
at one time I thought that it might be possible 
to update it. But updating somebody else’s work 
is even more difficult than trying to rewrite 
your own, and I was pleased to see it simply 
reprinted as it stood in Paternoster’s Biblical 
Classics Library in 1997, forty years after its 
original publication in 1957. There was a per-
sonal attachment to this book in that the author 
had Robert Mounce (then a Ph.D. student in 
Aberdeen) and myself read the typescript and 
proofs for him. But as I got to work on my own 
project I found that it expanded beyond what I 
had envisaged (300-400 pages perhaps) if I was 
to do what I wanted, namely, to produce a work 
that would serve as a textbook for students.
Reid: A look at your table of contents discloses 
that you have chosen the approach of work-
ing by authors or “family” groupings of New 
Testament literature, studying the individual 
books and then consolidating gains step by 
step. It is somewhat reminiscent of the approach 
taken by the New Testament Theology series 
edited by James Dunn and published by 
Cambridge. But you move on toward a synthesis. 
Were you consciously responding to the impulse 
represented in that and similar projects?
Marshall: The approach by authors and indi-
vidual New Testament books doubtless reflects 
the spirit of the present age, and I was conscious 
of trying to do in one book what the Cambridge 
series does at very much greater length. But I 
wasn’t conscious of any precedent for the “con-
solidating gains step by step” approach. Indeed 
it took a long time before I found this struc-
ture developing almost before my eyes. What 
is important is to realize that the theological 
thinking of the New Testament authors is to 
be found in their individual writings, and there-
fore the theology of the New Testament is not 
reducible to the summary of their common 
thinking at the end of my book—admittedly 
quite a short summary—but is rather the sum 
total of all that precedes in the book-by-book 
exposition.
Reid: If you had attempted to write a New 
Testament theology twenty-five years ago, how 
might it have differed from the present work? 
Has your mind changed on any key issues?
Marshall: The beginnings of this book go 
back to a lecture I gave in 1983 on Jesus, Paul 

and John, in which I outlined how one might 
compare these three New Testament voices 
and show that there was a broad band of basic 
agreement between them, despite all the differ-
ences and individual accents. Some of the main 

principles of organization of the material were 
already present in that lecture, but the details 
had certainly not been worked out, and at that 
point I had no idea whether I would ever pro-
ceed further with the project. I hope that my 
thinking has deepened over the twenty or so 
intervening years, but I don’t think that I have 
significantly changed my mind on any really 
substantial points.
Reid: You have been a mentor to many who 
are now productive New Testament scholars. 
Who were your own mentors? As you were 
writing, was there someone—a former teacher 
perhaps—who you felt was looking over your 
shoulder? 
Marshall: As mentioned elsewhere, my 
New Testament teacher was A. M. Hunter, 
who stood alongside William Barclay as one 
of the two great mediators of New Testament 
scholarship to the broader Christian audi-
ence. I certainly profited from his example of 
expressing himself with great clarity and suc-
cinctness and from his combination of scholar-
ship and warm-hearted Christian commitment. 
Contrary to what many people may imagine, I 
was never a student of F. F. Bruce, but he had 
passed through the University of Aberdeen 
shortly before I was born, and his writings were 

continued on page 6
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myriad Christian forms: Catholic, Orthodox, 
Episcopal, Wesleyan-holiness, Pentecostal-
charismatic, social justice and Reformed. 
Chapters also provide insight into how spiritual 
direction is similar to, different from and can 
be integrated with psychotherapy and pasto-
ral counseling. Mark McMinn of Wheaton 
College says, “History, wisdom, faith and com-
passion meet in the pages of this book.” An 
ideal text for integrative courses in psychology 
and spirituality.

If your students are baffled at 
why so many people around 
the world resent the United 
States, assign them the first 
chapter of Meic Pearse’s 
Why the Rest Hates the West: 
Understanding the Roots of 
Global Rage. Here you’ll find 

an accessible summary and penetrating analysis 
of how the West is often perceived as a cul-
tural and economic juggernaut that seems to 
be steamrolling over local cultures and values. 
Philip Jenkins, author of The Next Christendom, 
calls this “a challenging, provocative book, with 
a broad social and historical vision.” 

and changing faith and its practice. With the 
release of Faith in the Age of Reason, the IVP 
Histories series is now complete. This vol-
ume by Jonathan Hill, author of The History 
of Christian Thought, introduces us to this criti-
cal era. Along the way we meet many famous 
figures including Galileo, Newton, Descartes, 
Hume, Pascal, Locke and Kant. A perfect, 
handy introduction with the same concise, 
inexpensive and highly illustrated format that 
characterizes the series. 

Laurie Guy’s Introducing 
Early Christianity: A Topical 
Survey of Its Life, Beliefs & 
Practices is an inviting, inter-
esting and informative look 
at Christianity from the first 
to the early fifth century. 
Enhanced with sidebars, pho-

tos, diagrams, a glossary and other aids to learn-
ing, this handsome textbook can be used alone 
or in company with a chronological approach 
to the patristic period. Why did no one think 
of doing this before?

Christian mental  health 
professionals have recently 
rediscovered the ancient prac-
tices of spiritual direction. 
In Spiritual Direction and the 
Care of Souls, volume editors 
Gary W. Moon and David G. 
Benner  provide a  com-

prehensive survey of spiritual direction in its 

&n e w  
noteworthy

Nigel Goring Wright’s A 
Theology of the Dark Side: 
Putting the Power of Evil in 
Its Place provides us with a 
thorough biblical and theo-
logical study of the nature 
of evil, Christ’s victory over 
it and our participation in 

that victory as we await its consummation. In 
this revision and updating of The Fair Face of 
Evil: Putting the Power of Darkness in Its Place, 
Wright sorts through the options to develop 
a thoroughly Christian understanding of the 
danger of the enemies of both God and human-
ity. Both theologically astute and practical for 
use in ministry. 

There’s nothing like bestsell-
ing fiction to make scholar-
ship sell. Dan Brown’s The Da 
Vinci Code has been atop the 
New York Times Bestseller 
List for nearly a year and a 
half,  spawning a growth 
industry in response—books 

that set about helping readers distinguish fact 
from fiction. IVP’s The Gospel Code: Novel 
Claims About Jesus, Mary Magdalene and Da 
Vinci by Ben Witherington III has sold nearly 
20,000 copies already.

The Renaissance and the 
Reformation gave way in 
the seventeenth and eight-
eenth centuries  to the 
Enlightenment, a period 
of upheaval whose effects 
are still felt today. New sci-
ence, new philosophy, new 

political theory and new ideas on God’s rela-
tionship to humanity all emerged, challenging 

IVP Welcomes Joel Scandrett!

IVP is pleased to welcome to 
its editorial department Joel 

Scandrett in the role of asso-
ciate editor, joining Dan Reid 
in our never-ending pursuit of 
creative, scholarly, must-have 
reference books.  

Joel, who is just complet-
ing his Ph.D. at Drew University in historical 
and systematic theology, has already had many 
years of experience working with us on the 
Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture. 
As part of the original team that helped  

Tom Oden put the series together, Joel worked 
first as research director and later as coordina-
tor for translations of the ACCS into Arabic, 
Italian, Chinese, Russian and Spanish.

Andy Le Peau, IVP’s editorial director, 
first met Joel over twenty years ago when they 
attended the same church. Since then Joel has 
earned an M.A. from Wheaton and an M.Div. 
from Gordon-Conwell. His love of Tolkien has 
also made him right at home in the editorial hall-
way. Do stop by our booth in San Antonio this 
November to welcome Joel to the team! 

The joint annual meeting of the American 
Academy of Religion and the Society of 

Biblical Literature is scheduled for November 
20-23 in San Antonio, Texas.  All Academic 
Alert readers who attend the annual meet-
ings are invited to attend an evening sympo-
sium on the missionary context of the New 
Testament and early Christianity, featuring 
authors I. Howard Marshall and Eckhard J. 
Schnabel. This reception and discussion will 
be held on Sunday, November 21 from 8:00 
to 10:00 p.m. in Salon L of the San Antonio 
Marriott Rivercenter.

InterVarsity Press, as in past years, will 
be at the 2004 Annual Meeting of the AAR 
& SBL selling its latest academic works at a 
conference discount of 50 percent. Our booth 
number this year is 416, located in the Henry 
B. Gonzalez Convention Center, Exhibit Hall 
C. Stop by and see us, and browse through 
our new books! 

The 2004 Annual Meeting 
of the AAR & SBL



ing that I did not want to keep it for myself ! 
As I was aware of the fact that the project was 
becoming very large, I agonized over the ques-
tion of whether I should simply omit my his-
torical background chapters (chapters eight and 
eighteen) as well as the long section on geogra-
phy. I finally decided to include this material in 
order to allow readers to see for themselves how 
detailed and how widespread geographical infor-
mation was in the ancient world.

Reid: In the course of your research and writ-
ing did you ever think that if we only had more 
concrete evidence of x, y or z, it would be the 
catalyst for a great leap forward in our under-
standing of early Christian mission? What single 
archaeological or textual discovery might shed 
optimal light on early Christian mission?
Schnabel: The fact that we have rather exten-
sive evidence for the missionary work of the 
apostle Paul—particularly if we resist traditional 
historical-critical challenges for the inclusion of 
Acts among the primary sources for the study 
of the life of Paul—allows us to analyze his mis-
sionary strategy and tactics, as well as his mis-
sionary message. If we did not have Paul’s letters, 
and if we did not have Acts, we would know 
next to nothing about the missionary activity 
of the early church. This means, on the other 
hand, that if we had more extensive writings 
of the Twelve and more reliable information 
about their ministry after Pentecost, we surely 
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I CONCLUDE THAT THERE WAS 
MUCH MORE SUBSTANTIAL THEO-
LOGICAL UNITY BETWEEN PAUL, 
PETER, JAMES AND JOHN THAN 
SOME CRITICAL SCHOLARS WOULD 
ALLOW.

ignoring the fact that Luke himself gives us 
several hints about the missionary competence 
and initiative of the Twelve. We must not forget 
that if indeed Jesus’ missionary commission is 
historically authentic, as I argue in the book, 
the Great Commission was given to the Twelve, 
not to Paul! A second popular evangelical myth 
is the view that the early Christians were a 
united group of activists, willing and eager to 
subordinate differences of opinion and behavior 
to the missionary mandate. A serious study of 
the book of Acts and of Paul’s letters shows, of 
course, that this was not the case, as there were 
serious challenges to the gospel as preached by 
Peter and Paul.
Reid: What about popular scholarly myths 
about early Christian mission?
Schnabel: One scholarly myth that I seek to 
counter is the view that there were several, per-
haps competing, apostolic “missions” with differ-
ent theologies, represented by the people of the 
Q community, by James, by Peter, by Paul and 
later by the author of the book of Acts. I found 
no evidence of competing missionary initiatives 
(I argue that Paul’s opponents, for example, in 
Galatia were not missionaries but teachers), and 
I conclude that there was much more substan-
tial theological unity between Paul, Peter, James 
and John than some critical scholars would 
allow.
Reid: For those of us with hazy notions of 
what the ancients knew about world geography, 
you provide a mini-monograph on the subject. 
There is an impressive amount of detail, and 
again it fixes our knowledge in concrete evi-
dence. Did you originally plan to go into the 
topic in such depth?
Schnabel: Once I started to research the avail-
able geographical knowledge in the ancient 
world, I found the subject matter so illuminat-

would obtain a fuller picture of what happened 
in the first century. A case in point is the prob-
ability that the apostle Thomas traveled to India 
to preach the gospel: if we had an authentic text 
from the first century or an archaeological dis-
covery that would prove this beyond a reasonable 
doubt, we could demonstrate with greater confi-
dence that the Twelve took Jesus seriously when 
he sent his disciples to the “ends of the earth.” 
Reid: Is there much scholarship or evidence 
regarding second-century Christian mission, 
particularly of the sort that might shed light on 
the first century? 
Schnabel: It would indeed have been an advan-
tage if I had been able to consult historical stud-
ies and theological analyses of missionary work 
in the second century, in order to ascertain any 
continuity or discontinuity in missionary prac-
tice. While some writing has been done in this 
area, many relevant questions have not even been 
raised by patristic scholars.
Reid: Do you have any aspirations to continue 
your research and write on the expansion of 
Christianity in the second and third centuries? 
Schnabel: Not at this time, although it is an 
urgent necessity that someone does this. There 
have been several New Testament scholars who 
were, or became, experts in patristic studies—
Theodor Zahn is perhaps the best example—
but there are so many worthwhile projects in the 
area of New Testament exegesis and theology 
that I wait for a competent patristic scholar to 
bring Adolf Harnack’s Mission and Expansion 
of Christianity in the First Three Centuries up-
to-date for the second, third and early fourth 
centuries.
Reid: Perhaps some young patristic scholar will 
read this and take up the challenge! 

these Christian pastors and theologians. With 
a clear grasp of the historical contexts in which 
they were written, these twenty essays illumi-
nate the vibrant spirituality of the Puritans 
which transcends their sometimes surprising 
political, ecclesiastical and religious differences. 

Essays by notable scholars such as J. I. 
Packer, John Coffey, Mark A. Noll, Leland 
Ryken, Richard F. Lovelace and Sinclair B. 
Ferguson consider nineteen different Puritans 
ranging from William Ames, William Perkins 

Characterizations of 
the Puritans are easy 

to come by but often are 
more than a little mislead-
ing. The Devoted Life: An 
Invitation to the Puritan 
Classics is designed to intro-
duce the general reader to 

a wide range of influential Puritan writers and 
one of their notable texts in a way that pushes 
through stereotypes to the heart and soul of 

Overcoming Puritan Stereotypes with Clarity and Context

and Richard Sibbes to Thomas Goodwin, 
John Milton, Richard Baxter, John Bunyan 
and Jonathan Edwards. What comes shining 
through is a living, three-dimensional portrait 
of the devoted life that emphasizes Christian 
experience of communion with God, corporate 
revival dependent upon the grace of God, bibli-
cal preaching and the sanctifying working of 
God’s Holy Spirit. 
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without doubt my main inspiration. I also had 
the privilege of two years in Cambridge, where  
W. F. Flemington was my tutor and I sat in 
the lectures of C. F. D. Moule, and a year in 
Göttingen, where J. Jeremias gave an example of 
peerless scholarship. 
Reid: You emphasize that the New Testament 
documents give us “missionary theology.” While 
this seems fairly obvious once it is pointed out, 
it seldom plays a role in New Testament theolo-
gies. Why do you think this is so and what dif-
ference does it make?
Marshall: I really don’t know. I suspect that 
it is because people have not realized that the 
New Testament is the product of what was 
essentially a missionary movement. We have 
been going through a period recently when the 
church by and large has been tempted to give 
up on mission. There has been a feeling that the 
younger churches in other parts of the world 
do not want missionaries any longer, although 
they welcome “partners.” Fortunately, various 
independent missions have not felt as inhibited 
as some of the mainstream denominations seem 
to be. Again, evangelism has been something 
peculiar to evangelical churches, and therefore it 
has not provided the context within which many 
academic theologians work. Fortunately, there 
are changes in the air, and there is now much 
more interest in the theology of mission and the 

nature of Christian conversion than there was 
a few years ago. We shall understand the New 
Testament best when we share something of the 
driving forces that motivated its writers.

Reid: The layout of your New Testament 
theology seems to offer some extra benefits. 
For one, it could be very helpful for students 
who are studying New Testament introduc-
tion to have the theology of each book neatly 
summed up in one of your chapters. In addi-
tion, expository preachers and teachers should 
find it a very convenient resource for gain-
ing theological overviews of New Testament 
books. Do you have any thoughts along  
these lines?

Marshall: Yes, I think that is a helpful 
analysis of what I have been trying to do. 
One thing that we need more of is preaching 
about Christian doctrines. Evangelicals under 
the influence of preachers in my country, such 
as D. M. Lloyd-Jones and William Still, have 
stressed the importance of exposition of pas-
sages of Scripture (as well as single texts), 
so that congregations appreciate the bibli-
cal books as books. I hope I may have done 
something to help expositors to see individual 
passages within the contexts of the books to 
which they belong. But it is also important 
that we preach on biblical doctrines, and I 
hope that my work may give some encourage-
ment and help in this area too.
Reid: Finally, what advice would you give 
to others who contemplate writing a New 
Testament theology some day? 
Marshall: Well. I know that three or 
four such books are in the pipeline, and I’ve 
expressed the hope that Peter Stuhlmacher’s 
work—much more technical and detailed 
than mine—will get translated into English. 
So it’s probably too late to give any advice. 
It may be that the next step should be to see 
what can be done by way of biblical theology, 
now that Brevard Childs and Charles Scobie 
have shown us the way. 

THERE IS NOW MUCH MORE INTER-
EST IN THE THEOLOGY OF MISSION 
AND THE NATURE OF CHRISTIAN 
CONVERSION THAN THERE WAS A 
FEW YEARS AGO. WE SHALL UNDER-
STAND THE NEW TESTAMENT BEST 
WHEN WE SHARE SOMETHING OF 
THE DRIVING FORCES THAT MOTI-
VATED ITS WRITERS. 
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approaches to Old Testament ethics, a bib-
liographic essay on contemporary scholarship, 
and discussion of the complex issues surround-
ing the hermeneutics and authority of the Old 
Testament for Christians.

The second ethics title, David W. Gill’s 
Doing Right: Practicing Ethical Principles, 
provides a wonderful exposition of the Ten 

Commandments as a basis 
for contemporary Christian 
ethics. Reflective of Gill’s 
experience in teaching under-
graduates as well as business 
and professional people, the 
book focuses on the practi-
cal rather than the merely 

theoretical, while displaying Gill’s thorough 
acquaintance with contemporary ethical theory. 
Together with its companion volume, Becoming 
Good: Building Moral Character, Doing Right 
provides a readable and innovative way to think 
about and embody a truly Christian ethic. A 

IVP adds three important, 
yet quite different, titles 

to its line of ethics resources. 
The first, Christopher J. H. 
Wright’s Old Testament 
Ethics for the People of God, 
is a splendid recasting and 
updating of two previous 

works—Living as the People of God (An Eye for 
an Eye in North America) and Walking in the 
Ways of the Lord. This comprehensive resource 
is especially notable for Wright’s proposal and 
defense of a three-faceted theological, social and 
economic lens for understanding the structure 
of Old Testament ethics. Through this innova-
tive lens he examines such major themes as 
ecology and the earth; economics, the land and 
the poor; politics and the nations; justice and 
righteousness; law and the legal systems; cul-
ture and family; and the way of the individual. 
The book’s usefulness as a text is particularly 
enhanced by its concluding survey of historical 

New Titles in Ethics: Old Testament and Today

great resource for training undergraduate and 
nonspecialist professionals in Christian ethics.

In the third book, Human Dignity in the 
Biotech Century: A Christian Vision for Public 
Policy, Charles W. Colson and Nigel M. de S. 
Cameron have joined forces to bring together a 

cadre of professional medi-
cal, legal and ethical experts 
to explore the implications 
of  current biotechnology 
for public policy. They sur-
vey and analyze advances in 
embryo research, stem cell 
research, cloning, genetic 

engineering, gene therapy, pharmacogenomics, 
cybernetics and nanotechnology, and offer solid 
Christian analysis that should inform and be 
brought to bear on public policy issues. Here is 
a valuable textbook and resource for everyone 
concerned with public policy. 



F a l l  2 0 0 4

7

New Titles in Biblical Studies

Coauthor of The Trans-
forming Vision and Truth 

Is Stranger Than It Used to Be, 
Brian J. Walsh has now teamed 
up with another partner, his 
wife (and New Testament 
scholar), Sylvia C. Keesmaat, 
to produce this book on the 

message of Colossians. The authors explain that 
this is not a commentary, but more like a targum 
on this New Testament epistle. Steeped in the 
scholarship of this Pauline letter, Walsh and 
Keesmaat take us back into that context of the 
rule and reign of the Roman Empire to hear 
anew the apostle’s clear call to live according to 
the truth and reality of the inbreaking kingdom 
of God and its transformational power. Placing 
Paul’s message in the narrative context of the 
lives of those addressed in first-century Colossae 
helps us grasp the radical significance of the 
gospel in that time. Ever aware of the present 
social-political context of Western culture in 
general and North American context in particu-
lar, Walsh and Keesmaat help us see how that 
same message promises to set us free from any 
bondage to our own cultural captivity. Innovative 
and challenging, Colossians Remixed: Subverting 
the Empire brings the gospel into prophetic juxta-
position with the ancient, modern and postmod-
ern. The result, as Walter Brueggemann put it: 
“Well, Colossians will never be the same again; 
neither will the reader.”

E. Randolph Richards is known to New 
Testament scholars for his WUNT monograph,  
The Secretary in the Letters of Paul (1991). For 
a decade and more he has continued to think 
about the implications of the role of secretar-
ies in the ancient world, the concrete realities 

of letter writing in antiquity 
and what that might mean 
for our understanding of 
Paul’s letter writing. His new 
book, Paul and First-Century 
Letter Writing: Secretaries, 
Composition and Collection, 
is written for a broader audi-

ence and might be summed up as a historically 
informed exercise in imagining how Paul’s letters 
came to be—one by one and as a collection. If the 
role of an ancient secretary was more than tran- 
scriber—and the evidence indicates that it was—
what does this mean for our understanding of 
Paul’s authorship of his letters? Richards chal-
lenges us to reconsider our preconceptions of 
Paul the letter writer, as well as the process of 
divine inspiration. You cannot read Richards 
without finding your understanding of Paul the 
letter writer enriched and altered.

The IVP New Testament 
Commentary Series nears 
its completion with the addi-
tion of  Alan F. Johnson’s  
1 Corinthians. Johnson’s vol-
ume joins 1-2 Thessalonians 
from G. K. Beale and Romans 
from series editor Grant R. 

Osborne as the most recent volumes in the series 
intended to provide midlevel commentaries that 
address the church. The continual rule of thumb 
for exposition and footnotes has been: “If you 
would explain a particular point in a sermon, put 
it in the main text. If you would want pastors 
to know it in preparing for a sermon, put it at 
the bottom of the page. If it is purely scholar-
to-scholar communication, leave it out.” The 
result is volumes that are particularly useful for 

is often implicit. Never sectarian, yet true to 
Anabaptist distinctives, Finger always works 
with a view to its renewing ecumenical poten-
tial. Finger approaches his subject with a root-
edness in biblical fidelity that rings true to an 
evangelical faith. A landmark work, this book 
will repay anyone, whether from within or with-
out the Anabaptist tradition, all the effort it 
takes to read through its 609 impressive pages. 

Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen describes Finger’s 
book: “With the publication of this magnum 

Coming up with a title 
that did not over-

whelm the reader, much less 
the front cover, for such a 
comprehensive book was 
no small challenge. Thomas 
N. Finger’s A Contemporary 
Anabaptist Theology: Biblical, 

Historical, Constructive is both historical in scope 
and constructive in vision. It ventures on mak-
ing more explicit an Anabaptist theology that 

A Contemporary Anabaptist Theology . . . Historical and Constructive

opus, Thomas Finger has secured his place 
on the forefront of constructive Anabaptist 
theological reflection for the new millennium. 
In critical, always perceptive dialogue with the 
whole range of voices from Scripture, tradition, 
and contemporary theological voices, Finger 
offers a fresh, compelling theological vision. 
Highly recommended for both novices and 
professional theologians across the ecumenical 
spectrum.”  

undergraduates and pastors looking for homi- 
letical helps. 

C. Marvin Pate, J. Scott 
Duvall , J. Daniel Hays,  
E . R andolph Richards ,  
W. Dennis Tucker Jr. and 
Preben Vang have this in 
common: they all are—or 
were—on the faculty of the 
Pruet School of Christian 

Studies at Ouachita Baptist University (Tucker 
is now at Truett School of Theology, Baylor 
University), and they are like-minded and col-
legial enough to collaborate in writing The Story 
of Israel: A Biblical Theology. Taking their inspi-
ration from N. T. Wright’s thesis that Israel’s 
story of sin, exile and restoration makes great 
sense of the New Testament, these authors have 
attempted to show how this works out as an inte-
grating theme of biblical theology. After an intro-
duction, that locates their approach within the 
larger enterprise of biblical theology, they pro-
ceed through the Old Testament, section by sec-
tion. A chapter on Second Temple Judaism then 
demonstrates how this theme was worked out in 
that period and was thus in the air at the birth of 
the New Testament. Then the New Testament is 
explored, with chapters on the Synoptics, John, 
Acts, Paul, the General Epistles and Revelation. 
Written as a textbook, The Story of Israel 
includes study questions at the end of chapters 
and suggestions for further reading, including rel-
evant articles in IVP’s New Dictionary of Biblical 
Theology. This will make a great text for courses 
in biblical theology or classes stressing the unity 
of the Bible.  
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brings rich theological and biblical insight to bear on 
the issue of the sacraments that will speak to evan-
gelical hearts and minds because he draws out the 
profound connection between our faith in the living 
Lord and Christ’s continuing ministry among us as 
the Incarnate One. This is not just a rehash of old 
arguments, but a fresh apprehension of a vital aspect 
of our communion with Christ that may indeed 
contribute to the renewal of the evangelical church. 
If the meaning and significance of the Lord’s Supper 
and baptism follow along the lines Vander Zee sug-
gests, then the gap between the two seemingly diver-
gent movements might not be as large as often imag-
ined. In fact, sharing in the real drama of Christian 
worship might bring both closer together. 

A                     curious thing is happening in  
evangelical circles. On the 

one hand there is a significant 
emphasis and movement to adapt 
our Christian gatherings, as far 
as faithfully possible, to accom-
modate the nonchurched. On 
the other hand there is a move-

ment interested in reappropriating and enriching 
the more formal and liturgical aspects of Christian 
worship. Leonard J. Vander Zee, pastor of South 
Bend Christian Reformed Church, has written 
a book clearly contributing to the latter concern. 
Vander Zee’s Christ, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper: 
Recovering the Sacraments for Evangelical Worship 

ALERT

Seeking Evangelical Renewal Through the Sacraments

A C A D E M I C  
IVP’S BOOK BULLETIN FOR PROFESSORS

Andy Le Peau
Editorial Director

James Hoover 
Associate Editorial Director and  

Senior Editor for Reference  

& Academic Books

Daniel G. Reid 
Senior Editor for Reference &  

Academic Books 

Gary Deddo
Associate Editor for Academic Books

Joel Scandrett
Associate Editor for Reference & 

Academic Books

Al Hsu
Associate Editor for General Books

Ellen Hsu
Rights Coordinator

Emily Varner
Academic Sales & Marketing Manager

Brooke Nolen
Print Publicity Manager

Matthew J. Smith
Academic Alert Editor 

The Academic Alert is published three 
times a year by InterVarsity Press.  
To order any books featured in this  
bulletin, return the accompanying reply 
card or contact: 

InterVarsity Press 
P.O. Box 1400  
Downers Grove, IL 60515-1426 
(630) 734-4321 
academic@ivpress.com  
www.ivpress.com

Manuscripts and book proposals should 
be sent to the appropriate academic editor. 
Questions, comments, change of address 
notifications and all other correspondence 
may be sent to academic@ivpress.com. 

For information about translations of 
InterVarsity Press titles, please contact 
Ellen Hsu, Rights Coordinator, at
translations@ivpress.com or visit our web-
site at www.ivpress.com/info/translations.

Academic Journal Editors, for media 
copies visit www.ivpress.com/media.

Vol. 13, No. 3 
Copyright © 2004 by InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship/USA. All rights reserved. 

8

Norman L. Geisler has been 
doing apologetics for decades, 

and in the process he’s shaped the 
vocations of some of the bright-
est lights defending the claims of 
Scripture today. With To Everyone 
an Answer, the luminaries of con-
temporary apologetics turn their 
attention toward Dr. Geisler and 

his legacy. We’re left with a fresh appreciation for the field 
and a sweeping, comprehensive resource for Christians 
proclaiming their faith to a skeptical audience.

Volume editors Francis J. Beckwith, J. P. 
Moreland and William Lane Craig have brought 
together an impressive list of contributors, who ulti-
mately demonstrate the biblical foundations for the 
work of apologetics, the philosophical foundations for 

biblical theism, the contemporary cultural backdrop 
in which apologetics must function and the challenge 
brought by other world religions. 

Beyond their expertise, editors and contribu-
tors have brought great enthusiasm to the project. 
Moreland lauds To Everyone an Answer as “the single 
most comprehensive volume published in my lifetime.” 
Other contributors are updating their course outlines 
to make room for the book as a standard text.

Undergraduates may chafe at the book’s nearly 
four hundred pages, but “it’s actually very readable,” 
continues Moreland. “It’s aimed at the freshman and 
sophomore level reader.” The book’s readability, author-
ity and comprehensiveness combine to provide lay and 
scholarly apologists alike with an overwhelming case 
for the Christian worldview. 

The Case for the Christian Worldview

Gender Complementarity Without Hierarchy
Keener, I. Howard Marshall, Peter H. Davids, 
Walter L. Liefeld, Stanley J. Grenz, Judy L. Brown, 
Kevin Giles, Roger Nicole, William J. Webb, Sulia 
Mason, Karen Mason, Joan Burgess Winfrey, 
Judith K. Balswick, Jack O. Balswick, Cynthia Neal 
Kimball, Mimi Haddad, Alvera Mickelsen and Alice 
P. Mathews. 

While the essays seek to promote the egalitarian 
point of view and to critique the hierarchical point of 
view, they do so with charity and respect, and work 
to promote dialogue, all the while encouraging all to 
celebrate God-given gender complementarity. Among 
many contentions, the book’s authors hold that the 
affirmation of egalitarianism need not deny the com-
plementarity of male and female and that affirmation 
of the complementarity of the sexes need not imply a 
hierarchical relation between them. 

The full-scale complemen-
tarian critique of evangeli-

cal feminism, Recovering Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood, has 
gone unanswered for well over 
a decade. Ronald W. Pierce and 
Rebecca Merrill Groothuis, with 
the able assistance of Gordon D. 

Fee, have worked to redress this lacuna by assembling 
a team of twenty-six evangelical egalitarians to pro-
duce Discovering Biblical Equality: Complementarity 
Without Hierarchy. The contributors—whose fields 
of expertise range widely from biblical studies to 
theology, from church history to practical theol- 
ogy, from philosophy to the social sciences—include 
Ruth A. Tucker, Janette Hassey, Richard S. Hess, 
Linda L. Belleville, Aída Besançon Spencer, Craig S. 


