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W
illiam J. Webb, author of the soon to be released
Slaves, Women & Homosexuals: Exploring the

Hermeneutics of Cultural Analysis, teaches New
Testament at Heritage Theological Seminary in Ontario,
Canada. As winter thawed into spring, Bill was kind
enough to venture out to entertain some questions from
southern California-bred but now Chicago-based IVP edi-
tor Gary Deddo.

Deddo: I have a hunch it was not just “out of the blue”
that one day you just sat down and started writing Slaves,

Women & Homosexuals. What prompted you to begin writ-
ing this book?

Webb: It started about five or six years ago when my
dean and friend (Jim Cianca) walked into my office and we
began talking about ethics from a non-Christian perspec-
tive. He had been reading a book on secular ethics by Paul
Kurtz. Kurtz does a masterful job of trashing a Judeo-
Christian ethic with many difficult passages related to slav-
ery and women in the Bible.  In somewhat of a joking man-
ner, Jim tossed Kurtz’s book on my desk and said, “You’re
the exegete.  You figure it out!”

Reading Kurtz and other secular ethicists was a shock
to the system.  They raised a lot of biblical texts that are

never preached—the kind of texts
that get passed over by most conserva-
tive Christians even in the scholarly or
academic world.  I came to something
of a crossroads.  I had to either aban-
don my faith in a Judeo-Christian God
and the authority of Scripture or
change the way that I understood the
Bible (my hermeneutic).  The answer
that eventually emerged for me was to

look at Scripture through the grid of a “redemptive move-
ment” hermeneutic—this is the core of my book.

Deddo: The title is certainly provocative.  I believe it’s
the one you suggested to us.  What led you to this title?

Webb: I did not intend for the title to be provocative.
It just happened that way! My intent is to say something
about the methodology within the book.  Several chapters
develop a grouping of eighteen different criteria for doing
cultural/transcultural analysis.  These chapters are devoted

Slaves, Women & Homosexuals

E
lmer Colyer’s first project with IVP was to serve as
editor of and contributor to the collection of essays
assessing the theology of

Donald Bloesch entitled Evangelical

Theology in Transition. We have had
the pleasure of working with him
on a second project in which he
gives consideration to another
important contemporary theolo-
gian, Thomas F. Torrance. IVP edi-
tor Gary Deddo was interested to
find out more of what went into
Elmer’s writing How to Read T. F.

Torrance: Understanding His Trinitarian & Scientific Theology

and so arranged the following interview with him.  Elmer is
professor of historical theology and Stanley Professor of
Wesley Studies, University of Dubuque Theological
Seminary. 

Deddo: By way of introduction, I think our readers
would be interested in knowing a little about your back-
ground and how you came to teach theology. Could you tell

us some of that story? As I recall from one of my conversa-
tions with you, it seemed that years ago no one would have
voted you “most likely to be a theologian.”

Colyer: Well, Gary, I was not particularly academical-
ly inclined in high school.  In fact, if I recollect correctly, I
flunked college prep English my junior year.  The guidance
counselor encouraged me to give up any idea of college and
got me enrolled in an automotive program at another school
in the area every afternoon for my senior year.  I did quite a
few brake and muffler jobs and decided that was not the
way I wanted to spend my life.  

I was also anything but a Christian until the spring of
my senior year when a high school girl from the drug store
where I worked and a college friend of hers invited me out
for a cup of coffee and shared the gospel with me.  I had a
fairly classic conversion experience that radically changed
my life.  

After high school I managed to get into a junior college
in Florida and discovered that my problem in high school
with academics was more about motivation than ability.  I
excelled in my studies and after two years was nominated

How to Read T. F. Torrance

ACADEMIC ALERT
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to sorting out how we determine what components
in a biblical text are cultural and what components
are transcultural. I derive each of the criteria for
cultural/transcultural assessment first from “neu-
tral” examples—examples where there is a greater
degree of consensus among Christians—before
moving to more debated issues.  Slavery is one of a
grouping of over fifty-plus neutral examples that I
work with in order to formulate the various crite-

ria.  Then, after establishing the criteria on less-
debated grounds, I move within each particular cri-
terion to the more debated issues of women and
homosexuality.

Deddo: For many of our readers your title
will be reminiscent of the well-known hermeneu-
tics text by Swartley, Slavery, Sabbath, War and

Women. Did that book contribute to the idea for
your present book?

Webb: I am very much indebted to Swartley.
But the connection between my work and his is
more at an inspirational level than at a content
level.  I suppose in a very limited sense one could
say my work is “a Swartley book for a new genera-
tion.”  After all, it uses a case-studies approach to
hermeneutics and engages the reader with the
women’s issue and the homosexual issue now in
tandem. The truth of the matter is that Swartley’s
work continues to add something to the discussion
that my work does not attempt to do.  Its histori-
cal perspective is invaluable.

Deddo: Okay, so how does your work differ
from Swartley’s book?

Webb: Where Slaves, Women & Homosexuals

departs from Swartley is far more telling.  For
instance, SWH introduces a new “suitcase full” of
biblical examples.  My work brings in under the
domain of “neutral examples” a larger cluster of
biblical texts and subjects—it is not as limited in
its sampling of biblical examples.  Obviously, I have
also added the major “hot topic” of homosexuality
to the mixture.  Furthermore, my focus is purely
on the argumentation for a particular hermeneutic,
not on a historical development of that argumenta-
tion.  While indebted to Swartley in specific places,
the eighteen criteria for cultural/transcultural
analysis within SWH go well beyond Swartley.
Finally, I argue for a “redemptive movement”
hermeneutic that both egalitarians and patriarchal-
ists can and should embrace.  Swartley’s approach
tended to polarize the hermeneutic along egalitari-

ans-versus-patriarchalists lines.  My approach splits
or polarizes within the patriarchal camp and then
develops a greater affinity between certain patriar-
chalists and egalitarians.  In this respect alone, my
work has the potential for a new type of dialogue
between egalitarians and proponents of patriarchy.  

Deddo: Attempts to account for cultural fac-
tors in the formation and interpretation of biblical
texts have often stirred up some controversy.
What has motivated you to take up the challenge
to address these factors?

Webb: I do not think anyone in biblical stud-
ies can escape the reality of trying to determine
what is culturally bound within a text and what is
trans-cultural. We must to do this in order to
apply biblical texts in a credible and cogent fashion.

But then, why me?  First, I love teaching
hermeneutics.  So in some respects this was a nat-
ural outgrowth of my interest in that area.  Second,
the need for credible answers in these difficult and
perplexing issues had become very intense in my
own life.  In our modern culture (and especially our
Canadian culture) no Christian can ignore the
interpretive issues surrounding women and homo-
sexuals in the Bible. Third, I simply could not find
(in one volume) what I was looking for on the
hermeneutical end of things.  As I have read the lit-
erature for some twenty-plus years, it dawned on
me that Christendom does not have a well-devel-
oped set of hermeneutical guidelines for doing cul-
tural/transcultural analysis. Furthermore, many of
the cultural/transcultural arguments made by both
conservatives and liberals are very poorly constructed.
Thus I ultimately pursued the development of this
book—its eighteen criteria and its broader
hermeneutic—in order to figure out my own posi-
tion on these issues.

Deddo: Have your views on this changed
somewhat over time?  What insights have led you
to believe that taking up cultural/transcultural
assessment is compatible with a high view of
Scripture? 

Webb: When teaching hermeneutics, I some-
times challenge my students with this statement:
“The goal of interpretation is the pursuit of truth,
not the preservation of our preunderstandings.”
Yes, my views have changed over the last ten years.
But that is bound to happen if a professor tries to
follow even part of the advice that they give their
students.  

However, through the change my commit-
ment to the authority of Scripture has grown
rather than diminished.  If I take you back in our
interview to the incident about Kurtz’s ethics text
being “tossed on my desk,” I think you’ll under-
stand at least part of the puzzle.  You see I came to
a major crossroads in my life as I studied what the
Bible said about slaves, women and homosexuals.
Numerous secular ethicists (and radical feminists
alike) in their critiques of a Judeo-Christian ethic
were saying, “We can create a social ethic that
exceeds Scripture!”  As one trained in exegesis, I
read their materials and realized that much of their

critique was anachronistic.  But yes.  In certain
respects I had to agree with them.  You could put
together a social ethic that exceeds Scripture.  So I
was caught in a dilemma.  It took me several years
of reflective “cocooning” (and the writing of SWH)

in order to sort through a credible answer.  As I
emerged from that time, I developed a much
greater appreciation for Scripture and its authorita-
tive role in my own life.  But something had to
change.  I had to change the way I understood how
Scripture communicated its meaning.  There was
an important component of meaning to which I
was not listening.  That journey ultimately lead me
to embrace what in the book I call a redemptive
movement hermeneutic.

Deddo: I was wondering if the present socio-
political situation in Canada, where there seems to
be a high sensitivity to any kind of perceived dis-
crimination against anyone, has contributed to this
project and more generally to teaching in a
Christian institution in Canada?

Webb: An interesting question.  For many
years Canada has been listed as one of the top
places in the world to live in terms of social ethic,
the caring treatment of people and human rights. If

one compares Canada and the States without any
regional qualifications, Canada is far more sensitive
to social discrimination issues than the States.
Perhaps it has intensified the need for answers in
this setting.

Deddo: At the end of the book, you have a
very unusual chapter entitled  “What If I Am
Wrong?” Is that any way to end an academic book?
What on earth led you to wrap things up that way?
What are you trying to accomplish there?

Webb: I like the way you worded the ques-
tion, “What on earth . . .” Let me first say this—
yes, I think it is academic.  In fact, I think it is the
most responsible kind of academics there is.  Surely
the academic community best knows that
hermeneutical and interpretive outcomes never
achieve 100 percent certainty. At most, we can
speak of “reasoned probability” about all of our
findings.  If this is true, then I am doing a scholarly
service for my readers by revealing the levels of
conviction (corresponding to the amount and
weight of evidence) about my conclusions.

More important, however, I am trying to
accomplish something on a very practical level.  I
am trying to say to my patriarchal readers, scholars
and friends, “Please don’t throw the whole book
out the window—only certain pages!”  If they can’t
accept the entire book, that is okay with me.  I
understand.  (I have that
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a shock to the system.  They
raised a lot of biblical texts
that are never preached—the
kind of texts that get passed
over by most conservative
Christians even in the scholarly
or academic world.

I did not intend for the title to
be provocative. It just happened
that way! My intent is to say
something about the methodolo-
gy within the book.



for the Apollo Award given to the most outstand-
ing student of the college, incidently by an atheist
biology professor with whom I had more than a
few passionate disagreements! 

In college I got involved in an evangelical
United Methodist college group which nurtured
me in my faith.  At the beginning of my second
year of college, I sensed God calling me into min-
istry.  This shocked me, since I had absolutely no
desire to be a pastor.  I went through two confus-
ing and excruciating weeks of turmoil before I

finally agreed to answer the call, and then only
because I knew pastors did next to nothing and
worked maybe three days a week.  If I had known
what ministry really involved, I would not have
headed in that direction.

After college I attended the University of
Dubuque Theological Seminary (where I now
teach) in order to study with Donald Bloesch, who
became my mentor.  I had encountered Don’s writ-
ings in college after I had become a philosophy
major.  My wife gave me volume one of Essentials of

Evangelical Theology for Christmas, and I read it
through in two sittings.

It was in seminary that I sensed a further clari-
fication in my call to ministry, that of teaching and
writing ministry to seminarians and pastors.  I
served churches during seminary and afterward,
and after my ordination several years out of semi-
nary, I entered the joint doctoral program in theol-
ogy at Boston College/Andover Newton
Theological School.  There I studied under Gabriel
Fackre.  So that is how I ended up teaching theol-
ogy.

Deddo: Obviously you have a strong interest
in the work of Thomas F. Torrance. How is it that
you came to be aware of his writings? And was
there anything in particular that grabbed your
attention in his writings?

Colyer: It was in a course in pastoral care
that I first read Torrance.  The professor had stud-
ied with Torrance and had us read Reality and

Evangelical Theology. It is really a book about theo-
logical method and hermeneutics. This book pro-
vided the most sophisticated answers to the
methodological problems posed by modern critical
philosophy and critical historiography, questions
that had really gnawed at my mind and my soul
from the time of my undergrad studies in philoso-
phy.  Torrance was the first evangelical I encoun-
tered who was intellectually up to the task of
engaging the problems in method and hermeneu-

tics at such a sophisticated level while remaining
true to the gospel. It was only later that I encoun-
tered more of the content of his theology, especially
Christology, soteriology, pneumatology and the
doctrine of the Trinity.

Deddo: I’ve noticed that people can get a little
confused about who is who, since there are a num-
ber of Torrances who are related somehow. Can
you sort that out for us? How are Thomas F.,
James B., David, Iain and Alan Torrance all related?

Colyer: The Torrance family has become
something of a theological dynasty in Scotland.
There are three brothers.  Tom is the oldest.
James is a middle brother and a significant theolo-
gian as well.  He taught for many years at the
University of Aberdeen.  The younger brother,
David, also has a Ph.D. in theology from Basel
under Karl Barth.  David has been a pastor all of
his career (now retired).  But he has also been
deeply engaged in scholarship and has published a
number of books and articles over the years.  While
their theologies are not identical, there is clearly
deep theological harmony among the brothers’ per-
spectives with minor differences here and there.
Iain is Tom’s son and is also a theologian and pro-
fessor at a Aberdeen.  Alan is James’s son, a theolo-
gian who now teaches at St. Andrews University.

Deddo: Tom Torrance has written quite a lot
of material over the years. Of all his books, which
ones do you think have had the most profound
impact on your thought, and can you say some-
thing about what has inspired you?

Colyer: This is a complex question. Initially it
was Torrance’s work on method and hermeneutics
that most influenced me.  The crucial books are
Reality and Evangelical Theology, Reality and Scientific

Theology and Transformation and Convergence in the

Frame of Knowledge, along with a couple of signifi-
cant articles.  Here Torrance’s holism, critical real-
ism, critique of dualism, notion of indwelling, per-
sonal knowledge and participation all helped me
sort out the problems I encountered in modern
critical philosophy and historiography.  I think
Torrance points us in the direction of a holistic and
critical realist epistemology that avoids the kind of
foundationalism which is usually considered dis-
credited these days.

As I read Torrance’s writings oriented toward
theological content, it has been The Mediation of

Christ, Karl Barth, The Trinitarian Faith and The

Christian Doctrine of God that have been more influ-
ential.  Here the vicarious humanity of Christ,
Torrance’s understanding of what I call the logic of
grace and his doctrine of the Trinity have helped
me the most.  What I discovered is the ever so
carefully developed coherence between content and
method in Torrance’s theology.  They are of a
piece.  The problem is Torrance’s writings tend to
focus on one or the other and do not always bring
out the interconnections between method and con-
tent. I remember time after time, as another piece
of the puzzle fell into place, thinking to myself,
“This man is absolutely brilliant in pulling all of

this together.  How unfortunate that one has to
spend so much time reading and rereading so many
books and essays in order to figure out how it all
fits together!”  That is one of the main motives for
writing my book: to provide an integrated overview
of how all the main pieces of his theology and
method fit together.

Deddo: Other than beginning with the obvi-
ous choice of your forthcoming book, where would
you recommend readers begin if they were wanting
to grapple with Torrance’s work?

Colyer: I include a reader’s guide in my book
which provides a detailed answer to this question
for each of the various aspects of Torrance’s theol-
ogy.  But here is a broader suggested way to begin
(read them in this order): The Mediation of Christ,

The Trinitarian Faith, The Ground and Grammar of

Theology, Reality and Scientific Theology, Reality and

Evangelical Theology and The Christian Doctrine of

God. This sequence is from easy to difficult and
from content to method, though The Christian

Doctrine of God integrates the latter and is probably
Torrance’s most difficult work.

Deddo: Thomas Torrance stands in the tradi-
tion of the Scottish Reformation, even having
served as the moderator of the Church of Scotland.

By way of contrast, you stand in the Wesleyan tra-
dition. How does that work? Do you see some par-
ticular benefit to the Wesleyan/Methodist branch
of the church in the study of Torrance? 

Colyer: I get asked this question all the time
by Reformed folk and especially my Methodist
friends.  I stand with a foot in each tradition and
have found them to be mutually illuminating and
mutually corrective.  I have found Torrance’s work
actually quite congenial to Wesley’s theology. The
Wesleyan/Methodist tradition could greatly bene-
fit from a reading of Torrance’s work. I have found
three aspects of Torrance’s work especially benefi-
cial as a Methodist.  First, his understanding of the
vicarious humanity of Christ, which I think help-
fully deepens the Wesleyan ordo salutis. Second,
Torrance’s understanding of grace provides a viable
alternative to monergism/synergism with reference
to the relation between divine and human agency
at every point in the ordo salutis. Finally, Torrance’s
doctrine of the Trinity could be a significant cor-
rective to much of American Methodist theology,
which, quite frankly, has not had a trinitarian
deep-structure but rather has substituted some
philosophical panentheism in its place. I think that
trinitarian and panentheist
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N e w & N o t e w o r t h y
on’t let The Race Set Before Us: A Biblical Theology of

Perseverance and Assurance by Ardel B. Caneday and
Thomas R. Schreiner escape your notice! This is an
excellent study of the question of perseverance and

assurance of salvation. We can see all kinds of uses for it—
from infusing new insight into the tired discussions of “lord-
ship salvation” and “easy believism” to lending a compelling
biblical vision to pastoral care to laying bare an important
strand of biblical theology. Capture the enthusiasm of some who have already
read it: 

“Schreiner and Caneday have provided us what we have needed for a long,
long time—a serious, exegetical wrestling with the biblical understanding of
the nature of saving faith and its implications for the people of God.” 
—Scott Hafemann, Wheaton College

“This timely book on a perennial theological problem balances exegetical
rigor with an irenic tone.” —Frank Thielman, Beeson Divinity School

“This should give new life to a discussion that had become polarized along
predictable lines.” —Robert Yarbrough, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

One of the most remarkable aspects of  How Blind Is

the Watchmaker? (Neil Broom’s latest contribution to the
intelligent design debate) is that he developed his material
completely independent of the names we have come to
associate so readily with the movement—Michael Behe,
Bill Dembski, Phil Johnson.  Laboring for twenty-five years
in the department of chemical and materials engineering at
The University of Auckland in New Zealand, Broom had
not read any ID publications from America when he published the first edi-
tion of his book with Ashgate in 1998.  As Bill Dembski says in his foreword,
“What impresses me about this earlier edition is that Broom, despite moving
outside the circles of the intelligent design community, had come almost point
for point to the same conclusions. This demonstrates the robustness of his
work as well as that of the design community.” This updated edition meticu-
lously exposes the inadequacies of merely naturalistic science.

Today, as you read this, more visits will be paid in North America to
providers of alternative medicine than to providers of traditional medicine.
Such an explosion calls for careful examination of the
causes and the consequences of this phenomenon.
Examining Alternative Medicine, written by Paul Reisser,
Dale Mabe (who has practiced alternative medicine) and
Robert Verlade, evaluate the risks and the benefits of
dozens of therapies and treatments, focusing on two of
the best-known advocates of new perspectives on health,
Andrew Weil and Deepak Chopra. The authors take both
medical effectiveness and spiritual underpinnings into account in their sound,
frank and evenhanded approach.

Conservative Christians have not always held art and artists in high
esteem. Steve Turner’s new book Imagine, however, builds a
stimulating case that if Jesus is Lord of all of life and creation,
then art must be part of that.  Jeremy Begbie of Cambridge
and the University of St. Andrews writes, “Drawing on years
of experience, a first-rate poet sketches a Christian vision for
the arts and artists in our time.  With disarming directness
he calls Christians out of their ecclesiastical ghettos to live

that vision out.  Readable, entertaining and bold.”  This book is excellent for
introducing readers to a Christian understanding of the artist at work.

In Genesis: The Story We Haven’t Heard Paul Borgman
distills insights from twenty-five years of teaching the
book of Genesis. As an English professor, he has guided
his students in approaching the text as a literary whole.
Together they have wrestled with the development of the
relationship between Yahweh and his people, whom he
has chosen as his partners in a desire to bless the nations.
Borgman, however, has not kept himself isolated in the

English department but has cultivated a fruitful dialogue with a number of
outstanding Old Testament scholars, both through their writing and
through personal correspondence, including Walter Brueggemann and
Terence Fretheim among others. This book should prove a valuable aid to
classes in both Old Testament and the Bible as literature.

Václav Havel: The Intellectual Conscience of International

Politics, Jim Sire’s new book on the president of the Czech
Republic, can serve classes in a number of ways. On one
hand, the book can serve simply as a useful introduction to
one of the twentieth century’s most fascinating and impor-
tant political figures. On the other hand, it serves as a par-
adigm for the kind of worldview analysis Sire has champi-
oned in The Universe Next Door. Students will discover

how such worldview analysis can lead to both deep appreciation and
thoughtful critique of an important thinker. Jim’s deep appreciation of Havel
as a dramatist, humorist, intellectual, moralist, politician and statesman
shine through clearly, even as he shares deep reservations about Havel’s con-
cept of Being.

In The Old Testament Documents: Are They Reliable &

Relevant? veteran Old Testament scholar Walter C. Kaiser
Jr. provides a useful overview of a wide variety of questions
that confront any Christian student of the Old Testament.
Can we trust the accounts found there? Are they histori-
cally reliable? Are these documents relevant to people
today? What has archaeology shown or not shown us? No
genre is left unexamined as he provides his own take on

how to confront problem areas of the texts and find their relevance for con-
temporary readers. 

Harold Netland was born and raised in Japan. After
receiving his undergraduate and graduate degrees (the lat-
ter under John Hick) in the United States, he returned to
Japan to teach at Tokyo Christian University. Living across
and between the Japanese and American cultures has fueled
his interest in intercultural studies and religious pluralism.
In Encountering Religious Pluralism: The Challenge to Christian

Faith & Mission Netland examines pluralism historically,
theologically and philosophically. This book contains his reflection on the
new cultural context in which a plurality of religions is assumed to be ulti-
mately normative and how the Christian church can meet the challenge to
fulfill its mission in that new setting. ■

D
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T
he formation of the spirit is one of the critical issues for the
believer. So IVP is pleased to present three new titles in the
area of spiritual formation. 

In Beginning Well: Christian Conversion &

Authentic Transformation Gordon T. Smith, aca-
demic dean of Regent College, contends that
the chief cause of spiritual immaturity in the
evangelical church is an inadequate theology of
conversion. Conversion, asserts Smith, involves
more than a release from the consequences of
sin—the goal is spiritual transformation.   

Beginning Well presents a careful study of
conversion and its relevance for personal self-
understanding, the church’s ministry and the task of theology. 

In Wasting Time with God: A Christian

Spirituality of Friendship with God, Klaus Issler,
professor of Christian education at Talbot
School of Theology, brings together a serious
study of the doctrine of God with the pursuit of
a vibrant and soul-satisfying relationship with
God. The metaphor of a friendship with God is
developed through the study of eight specific
character traits and companion disciplines,
namely: faith, humility, friendship, intentional-

ity, divine mentoring, guidance, submission and participation. These

combine to offer a model for a full-orbed
Christian spirituality that will be of lasting
value in our lives for the Christian life. J. P.
Moreland says of this book, “In over thirty years
of ministry I have read my share of books, but I
have never read one quite like Wasting Time with

God. Issler skillfully weaves together a unique
tapestry of scholarship and warm, practical spiri-
tuality toward the goal of enabling the reader to
develop a deepening friendship with the triune
God who is at once hidden and present.”

In Shaping the Spiritual Life of Students: A Guide for Youth Workers,

Teachers, Pastors and Campus Ministers Richard Dunn, formerly the
chair of educational ministry at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
and currently pastor of Fellowship Evangelical Free Church in
Knoxville, Tennessee, articulates a new approach to spiritual caregiv-
ing for students which he calls pacing. 

Dunn suggests that the key is to set the pace in the lives of stu-
dents—physically, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually.
Pacing, however, takes time. It requires listening and digging beneath
the surface, allowing us to enter the world of an adolescent and com-
municate caring. This book will show you how to set the pace with
sensitivity and lead with love as you walk with students through the
unique spiritual issues that occur during each stage of adolescent
development: junior high, senior high and college. 

New Spiritual Formation Titles

For two millennia
Christians have
been caring for

souls.  In today’s bro-
ken world the need
could be no more
pressing.  In order to
help meet this need
IVP has published
three new resources
that will assist pastors,
professors and laity in their efforts at soul
care.  

“Somehow we misplaced the soul even as
we developed a thriving science of the psy-
che,” lament Mark R. McMinn and Timothy
R. Phillips, editors of Care for the Soul:

Exploring the Intersection of Psychology &

Theology. A multifaceted collection of essays
exploring the proper relationship between
psychology and theology, this book addresses
the clash between Western therapeutic cul-
ture and the church’s understanding of the

soul’s nature and its care. Contributors
include David Powlison, Stanton L. Jones,
Ellen Charry, Robert C. Roberts, Dennis
Okholm and 
others.  

In Stealing Sheep: The Church’s Hidden

Problems with Transfer Growth William
Chadwick explores the problem of transfer
growth (aka, “church hopping”), particularly
the kind that is driven by motivations that do
not reflect healthy practices and values.  He
suggests that transfer growth is one of the

most dangerous trends
to face the body of
Christ in decades. As a
church growth “insid-
er,” Chadwick chal-
lenges the church
growth movement to
stem the tide of
church hopping and
begin to reach the lost
for Christ in a more

effective manner.  
Responding to

alarming statistics such
as the fact that one in
five women around the
globe is physically or
sexually abused in her
lifetime, No Place for

Abuse: Biblical &

Practical Resources to

Counteract Domestic

Violence by Catherine Clark Kroeger and
Nancy Nason-Clark is the product of an
International Task Force on Abuse formed
under the auspices of the Women’s
Commission of the World Evangelical
Fellowship.  

Having listened to the voices of women
from around the world and especially to those
within the church, the authors help us hear
their cries and find concrete ways to respond
so that no home—whether in or outside of
the church—will be a place of abuse.  

Caring for Souls



W
ith the ongoing quest to grasp
the essence of Paul’s theology, it
takes boldness to write a

Pauline theology, to put it “out there” for
public consumption and peer critique. And
why add to Ridderbos or Bruce or Beker or
Dunn? 

Tom Schreiner states his aims: “My
goal in writing this book was to write a

textbook on Pauline theology for students at both college and
seminary level. . . . My fundamental aim . . . is to explain the
biblical text, since students need to see that the primary
sources are foundational for doing Pauline theol-ogy. My inten-
tion is to set forth and defend my particular understanding of
Pauline theology.”

And what does he have to offer? 
“I think my approach opens some new windows into

Paul’s theology by focusing on Paul as a missionary and on his
apostolic sufferings—two topics that are often neglected in
Pauline theologies. I also argue that God’s work in Christ is
the foundation and goal of Paul’s theology.” In all of this
Schreiner strives to help his readers “to see what Paul says and
to see it in the right proportions.”

Here is a comprehensive exploration of Pauline theology
that mines the entire Pauline corpus as from the hand of Paul
and is geared to the needs of students. As a textbook, it is com-
plete in its coverage and manageable in its scope. Schreiner is
not fundamentally attempting to break new ground. Nor does
he conspicuously interact with scholarship, though he is fully
apprised of contemporary Pauline scholarship and at key points
he acknowledges where he has benefited or differs from his fel-
low travelers. On the controversial issues, Schreiner discusses
the principal alternative views with fairness and respect, and he
develops his own perspective with exegetical care and level rea-
soning. It’s a tired truism that “readers will not always
agree”—of course they won’t, particularly when it comes to an
exposition of the full range of Pauline theology! But those who
take as their starting point a high view of Scripture, of which
Paul’s letters are a part, will find this book repeatedly reward-
ing. And where they part company on an issue, they will find a
thoughtful and charitable partner in the pursuit of understand-
ing. This is a Pauline theology that reveres its subject and will
inspire its readers, joining mind and heart in pursuit of divine
truth.  

This is a book that will please students with its clarity,
challenge them to grapple with the magnificent contours of
Paul’s vision of God and his works, and inspire them to live by
the light of the gospel for the glory of God. Its August release
date makes it an attractive choice for fall courses on Paul. ■
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Thomas R. Schreiner’s 
Paul, Apostle of God’s Glory
in Christ

Three New Volumes 
in The Bible
Speaks Today Series

There was a time, believe it or not, when we
wondered whether we should move ahead with
completing the Old Testament series of the Bible
Speaks Today.  That bridge was crossed long ago,
and the interest in this series is unflagging. We
will soon be offering commentaries on two more
Old Testament books. First, we have that prophet
who, for his thirtieth birthday, received a dazzling
vision of God seated on his wheeled throne. The

prophet is Ezekiel, of course, that stranger to our times who engaged
in outlandish street theater, spoke God’s mind on Israel’s interna-
tional affairs and painted murals of apocalyptic doom followed by a
restored temple bursting with emblems of par-
adise. In The Message of Ezekiel Christopher J. H.
Wright, author of  An Eye for an Eye (IVP) and
proven interpreter and communicator of the Old
Testament, masterfully opens our eyes to see and
understand the message of Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of God—its
departure and return—is first set within Israel’s
history and then in the culmination of God’s
promises in Christ. Embedded in the pattern of
the strange, the bizarre and the wonderful is a word that still speaks

to God’s people today.  
Second, Michael Wilcock in The Message of

Psalms (2 vols.) unpacks a perennial favorite of the
people of God. In the canonical collection of these
diverse individual psalms, Wilcock finds pattern
and order. He leads readers on a journey through
the gateway of Psalms 1 and 2, with their sum-
mons to obedience, to the destination of Psalm
150, with its stringed, winded, cymbaled and per-
cussive song of praise. In the laments, praises,

hymns and liturgies of Israel, the Word of God speaks clearly today.
Those familiar with the BST will recognize Wilcock as a master of
this commentary’s medium—he has already contributed four vol-
umes to the series.

Finally, in the new companion series The Bible Speaks Today—
Bible Themes Series, Derek Tidball (the series editor) explores The

Message of the Cross. And what could be more central to the message
of Scripture? Tidball first reviews the state of the message of the
cross in evangelical spirituality and theology today. He then revisits
the key Old Testament texts in which the cross is anticipated, the
Gospel texts where it is historically experienced, and the Epistles and
Revelation where it is explained and applied. This is a careful recon-
sideration of the cross by an able New Testament scholar, theologi-
cally informed and pastorally sensitive to the context of our contem-
porary setting. ■



T
he Seattle Mariners’ coach, Lou
Piniella, when asked how he commu-
nicates with his new Japanese player,

Ichiro Suzuki, replied, “Our Spanish guys
teach him words, so I talk to him in Spanish.
Hey, que pasa, Ichiro?”

That’s not unlike the dilemma of students
beginning to study Greek and Greek exegesis.
The Greek teacher says, “Our grammar guys
teach ‘em Latin words, so I speak to them in
Latin.” Well, maybe not quite—but the fact is

that in order to learn Greek and “play the game” of exegesis, students
do have to learn yet another language. Ichiro needs a pocket Japanese-
Spanish dictionary of baseball lingo. We checked with Amazon.com,
and none seems to exist. But Greek students will soon be rescued
from their linguistic trilemma with Matthew DeMoss’s Pocket

Dictionary for the Study of New Testament Greek!

With over seventeen hundred terms concisely defined, it’s the
slim, back-pocket reference that will tell your students who’s on first.
This little book covers the bases—grammar, linguistics, word study,
textual criticism and critical method. At only $7.99 it’s priced as an
easy add-on to those Greek and exegetical textbooks. And it’s coming
out in August, just in time for those incoming rookies. Hey, Sally and
Sam, don’t forget, lectio brevior lectio potior!

Okay, so much for the front-office hype. What do the pros have
to say?

“It will defy imagination if any teachers of the Greek New
Testament fail to make DeMoss’s dictionary a required purchase for
their students.”  

ROBERT GUNDRY, Westmont College

“This bibelot is a veritable gem. It is a very useful key for
students of the New Testament and its Greek and a great boon to
teachers. I hope that all of my students will wear out at least one
copy!”  

DAVID SCHOLER, Fuller Theological Seminary

The Pocket Dictionary for 
the Study of New Testament Greek 
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ENTRIES INCLUDE:
antepenult • anthropopathism • antimetabole •
benefactive middle • biblical criticism • biblical
Greek • bilabial • Bildhälfte • bound morpheme •
cardinal number • case ending • catachresis •
causal participle • Colwell’s rule • deixis •
demythologization • denotation • deponent •
descriptive genitive • deutero-Pauline epistles •
diachronic • Didache, the • diphthong • feminist
criticism • first aorist • first class condition •
form • formal equivalence • formalism • fourth
class condition • fricative • gamma nasal • Gemara
• genealogical method • genitive • gloss • gnomic •
grammatico-historical exegesis • Griesbach
hypothesis • hapax legomenon • harmonization •
and more . . . 

deep-structures are in the end incompatible,
despite some attempts to synthesize the two.  The
Wesley brothers were thoroughly trinitarian the-
ologians.  This is not the case with more than a
few of the most prominent American Methodist
theologians.  I think this is one of the great
tragedies of the American Methodist theological
heritage.

Deddo: It’s one thing to deal with the
thought of someone who is no longer with us.
What has it been like to deal with a theologian
who is still living and who could evaluate and
reply to your work?

Colyer: Tom Torrance has been most gra-
cious and kind in all of my contacts with him.  He
has answered many questions about his work over
the past fifteen years, as well as providing numer-
ous articles that I could not easily obtain here in
the United States.  He also read my book in man-

uscript form and offered helpful suggestions.
Since my book is not critical but simply tries to
present a sympathetic and faithful treatment of

Torrance’s work as a prelude to critical engage-
ment, I think I avoid some of the tension that can
be associated with writing on a living theologian.

Deddo: As you look out on the theological
landscape, what do you see on the horizon?  How
do you hope this book will contribute to the theo-
logical conversation going on today?

Colyer: I do not think that many of the
postmodern theological proposals in the area of

methodology will stand the test of time.  I think
Torrance has a major contribution to make in this
area, though I have doubts as to whether his work
will receive the attention and appreciation it
deserves until postmodernity runs more of its
course.  I am especially looking forward to Alister
McGrath’s constructive theological work, building
on Torrance’s accomplishment.  My hope for my
book is that it will encourage serious reading and
dialogue about Torrance’s theology, and that it
will aid others and speed up their assimilation of
Torrance’s writings.  He is not an easy read.  I
wish something like my book had been available
when I began to read T. F. Torrance.  It would
have saved hours and hours of work.

Deddo: And we’re delighted to be able to
provide just that because of your labor over this 
book. 

My hope for my book is that it
will encourage serious reading
and dialogue about Torrance’s
theology. 

Torrance: continued from page 3 
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A
llan Coppedge
has been
teaching the-

ology at Asbury
Theological Seminary
since 1977. In his new
book, Portraits of God:

A Biblical Theology of

Holiness, Coppedge
brings together not
only his rich teaching

and research background but also a strong
and active commitment to the church and
its spiritual maturity and mission to the
world.  

His passion to communicate the full-
ness of the character of God as found
throughout the biblical revelation has led
him to an integrative approach to theologi-
cal exposition which brings together sys-
tematic theology with both Old and New
Testament studies.

Coppedge paints a compelling vision of
the multifaceted character of God that illu-

minates not just the doctrine of God but all
other doctrines as well. In its own way this
book serves as a one-volume systematic the-
ology, richly informed by biblical studies
and structured around the character of
God. All doctrines, whether of creation, sal-
vation, redemption, anthropology, the
church, sanctification or eschatology, are
explicated in terms of the character of God.
And for Coppedge the character of God is
most gloriously displayed in the action and
relations within God, as Father, Son and
Spirit, and between God and creation, as
Creator, King, Personal Revealer, Priest,
Judge, Father, Redeemer and Shepherd.
Out of this comprehensive consideration
arises a biblical portrait of God as the Holy
One who calls us to reflect his own holiness
in our lives individually and corporately as
his people.

Written with a deep appreciation for
the Wesleyan theological tradition, this
book will be a welcome introduction and
exploration for those sharing that tradition.

While Coppedge fully embraces and recom-
mends his heritage, this book is not essen-
tially a polemical work. For example, his
consideration of the doctrine of the atone-
ment refreshingly provides a basis for rap-
prochement between Reformed and
Arminian views. Needless to say, for all
Christians holiness is central to any appre-
hension of God regardless of one’s other
theological convictions.

The result of Coppedge’s effort is a
very readable volume that is as compelling
as it is comprehensive. Students, pastors
and laypersons will all be enriched by
approaching the God of Scripture with the
help of Allan Coppedge’s keen vision. 

Portraits of God: A Biblical Theology of Holiness
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Academic AlertSlaves: continued from page 2 

same response on some days.)  But I would
hope no one would dismiss the whole thing
but find that the evidence supports (at least)
those conclusions found in my last chapter,
“What If I Am Wrong?” In a sense I draw a
line in the sand and say, “Please—at least come
to this point.”

Deddo: How do you hope that your book
will contribute to the ongoing discussion and
debate?

Webb: I do have some hopes and dreams.
On the women’s issue, I hope in the short term
that the book will cause patriarchalists to ask
themselves the question, “What kind of patri-
archalist am I?”  Hopefully, they will begin
valuing their answer to that question more
than the fact that they are patriarchal as
opposed to egalitarian.  Any future progress in
the debate depends upon our working from the
same hermeneutic.

On the homosexual issue, I hope to see the
nature of the dialogue regarding cultural/trans-
cultural analysis begin to move to an entirely

different level. For those conservatives
impressed by slippery-slope arguments on the
women’s issue—that a less-restrictive approach
to the women’s issue leads to accepting homo-
sexuality—hopefully my work will shed some
light on the differences between the women’s
issue and the homosex-ual issue.

Finally, for the broader area of hermeneu-
tics it is my hope that Slaves, Women &

Homosexuals will generate a new enthusiasm
within colleges and seminaries to train leaders
who know how to apply Scripture in a cogent
and convincing fashion.  I hope it will fill some-
thing of the void in terms of what is needed for
a rigorous approach to the application process.

That’s it—just a few minor hopes and
dreams. 

Thanks for the interview!
Deddo: Thank you! 


