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1

The Creation:
Our Special Place

in the World

Have you ever been involved in a discussion about creation? Do you
wonder why it generates so much controversy? This study will help
you understand the author’s original purpose and what it can mean
for us today.

GROUP DISCUSSION. Briefly tell about the most beautiful place you
have ever seen. How has that experience increased your appreciation
for the Creator?

PERSONAL REFLECTION. Spend some time praising God for his cre-
ation.

Like other books in the Bible, Genesis 1 describes natural events in
popular and nontechnical language. It reports them as they appear to
the average person without explaining exactly how they take place.
The emphasis is on the who and why, the Creator and his purposes in
creation. Read Genesis 1:1—2:3.

1. As the passage is read, what words and phrases do you find repeated?

G e n e s i s  1 : 1 — 2 : 3

GENESIS.book  Page 10  Monday, September 13, 2010  7:37 AM



T h e  C r e a t i o n ______________________________________ 11

2. Describe in your own words how the earth appears at the outset.

3. In what ways do God’s creative commands during the first three
days add form to the formless earth (1:3-13)?

4. How do God’s commands during the next three days add fullness
to the empty earth (1:14-25)?

5. In what ways does God view his creation as being good (1:4, 10,
12, 18, 21, 25)?

6. The creation account reveals that God brings order, beauty and
harmony out of an originally chaotic situation. In what areas do you
need to trust God to produce these qualities in your life?

7. What does it mean to be made in the image of God (1:26-27)?
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12 _____________________________________________ G e n e s i s

8. What special commands and provisions does God give to the man
and woman in his creation (1:28-31)?

9. How is the seventh day uniquely different from the other six (2:1-3)?

10. In our culture how can we experience the “rest” described here?

11. In light of what you have learned about God in this study, how
can you reflect his image in practical ways during the next seven
days?

Ask God to continue to teach you what it means to live as one made in his
image.

Now or Later
List the various kinds of human creativity—including your own—
that reflect God’s creativity. What does this reveal to you about God?
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KNOWING JESUS 
Advent of the Savior 
Following Jesus 
I Am 
Abiding in Christ 
Jesus’ Final Week 
The Jesus Paul Knew 

(Spring 2018)

KNOWING GOD 
Listening to God
Meeting God 
God’s Comfort 
God’s Love 
The 23rd Psalm 
Miracles 
Questions God Asks 

(Fall 2018)

GROWING IN 
THE SPIRIT 
Meeting the Spirit 
Fruit of the Spirit 
Spiritual Gifts 
Spiritual Warfare 

LOOKING AT 
THE TRINITY 
Images of Christ 
Images of God 
Images of the Spirit 

DEVELOPING 
DISCIPLINES 
Christian Disciplines 
God’s Word 

Hospitality 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Prayer 
Praying the Psalms 
Sabbath 
Worship 

DEEPENING  
YOUR DOCTRINE 
Angels 
Apostles’ Creed
Christian Beliefs 
The Cross 
End Times 
Good & Evil 
Heaven 
The Kingdom of God 
The Story of Scripture 

SEEKERS 
Encountering Jesus 
Jesus the Reason 
Meeting Jesus 
Good News

LEADERS 
Christian Leadership 
Integrity 
Elijah 
Joseph 

SHAPING YOUR 
CHARACTER 
Christian Character 
Decisions 
Self-Esteem 

Parables 
Pleasing God 
Woman of God 
Women of the  

New Testament 
Women of the  

Old Testament 

LIVING FULLY  
AT EVERY STAGE 
Singleness 
Marriage 
Parenting 
Couples of the 

Old Testament 
Growing Older  

& Wiser 
Grandparenting

REACHING 
OUR WORLD 
Missions 
Evangelism 
Four Great Loves 
Loving Justice 

LIVING YOUR FAITH 
Busyness
Christian Virtues 
Forgiveness

GROWING IN  
RELATIONSHIPS 
Christian Community 
Friendship 

Find the perfect study for your group with IVP’s LifeGuide Finder:
ivpress.com/lifeguidefinder

What should we study next? 
We have LifeGuides for . . . 
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