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this guide can be used to facilitate a classroom, small group or sunday school 
class discussion based on the DVD Resurrection featuring n. t. (tom) Wright. 
groups may use the video for two or four hourlong sessions. For four hourlong 
sessions, thirty to forty-five minutes of discussion may follow the viewing of each 
segment. For two hourlong sessions, ten to fifteen minutes of discussion may 
follow the viewing of each segment. the time (in minutes and seconds) of each 
segment is indicated in parentheses after each segment title.

a Blakeway Production from interVarsity Press

DVD Study Guide 
By Kristie Berglund



S e g m e n t  o n e
The Concept of Afterlife in the Ancient World (15:00)

1. the christian faith is based on the seemingly impossible belief 
that Jesus was raised from the dead, setting into motion god’s 
whole new world. Why would there be little reason for us to be 
christians if the resurrection stories were not true?

2. How did the people in Jesus’ day think about death and after-
life?

3. How does this understanding of ancient thought about the  
afterlife help us make sense of Jesus’ life and teachings, his  
suffering and death, and his resurrection?

4. What are the common views of the afterlife in our own society, 
and where do these views come from? 

5. in what ways are today’s views similar to or different from the 
views of the afterlife expressed in the old testament and in an-
cient greek mythology? 

6. What is the “crucial distinction” between Plato’s understanding 
of the afterlife in which the soul is freed from its bodily prison 
and escapes to a “blissful hereafter,” and the understanding 
taught by the early christians? 

7. How should this particular kind of hope shape the way chris-
tians view the world? 



S e g m e n t  t w o
The Idea of Resurrection in Jesus’ World (11:00)

1. How is it significant that the development of the hope of resur-
rection in israel arose out of a time of oppression? 

2. Why do times of hardship often drive us to theological reflec-
tion, focusing our hopes and redefining our expectations for 
the future? 

3. in what ways are Jesus’ teachings similar to the expectations of 
the people in his day and how are his ideas radically different 
than theirs? 

4. What impact do these ideas have on our own concept of the 
coming kingdom of god, and how might we put Jesus’ vision 
into practice today?

5. Why is the fact that Jesus said very little about the resurrection 
important for historical inquiry into the truth of the resurrec-
tion stories? 

6. Did Jesus’ followers expect him to rise from the dead on the 
third day, or might they have interpreted his cryptic statements 
in other ways (e.g., see Mark 8:31; John 2:19)? explain.

7. the people of Jerusalem greeted Jesus with celebration when he 
arrived riding on a donkey. What kinds of hopes did they have 
in him and the kingdom he would establish? 

8. Why then did the people turn on him and cry out for his death 
within one week of this supposedly “triumphal” entry into Je-
rusalem?



S e g m e n t  t h r e e 
The Gospels and the Resurrection of Jesus (13:30)

1. at the Last supper, Jesus appeared to be saying goodbye to his 
followers. Why do you suppose Jesus didn’t explain to the dis-
ciples all about his resurrection at that event, rather than just 
pointing to the significance of his death in the coming of god’s 
kingdom? 

2. Do you think that Jesus himself knew that his resurrection 
would take place at a unique time, long before the multitudes 
who would rise at the end of time? Why or why not?

3. How does the fact that all four gospels record that the first wit-
nesses to the empty tomb were women testify to the truth of the 
resurrection stories? 

4. Jesus makes a point to walk and talk and break bread and eat 
fish with his disciples after his resurrection (see John 21). What 
does it say about the value god places on the physical world he 
created?

5. in the events of the crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus seemed 
to have “gone through death and out the other side.” How does 
the destiny of Jesus give us hope in the face of all the suffering 
and death we see around us? 

6. in what ways can we testify to this hope among the hurting 
people in our world?



1. Why is Jesus’ encounter with thomas the “most dramatic” of all 
his resurrection appearances? 

2. How might thomas’s story help people around us who need to 
encounter the risen Jesus yet who are unable to believe that a 
person could be physically raised from the dead?  

3. after the resurrection of Jesus, the Jews who believed in him 
quickly began to rethink and rearticulate all of their beliefs 
about how god would establish his kingdom and what their 
future hope would look like. How is this evidence in support of 
the bodily resurrection of Jesus? 

4. How does the resurrection show that christianity did not begin 
as a “new religious experience”? 

5. Resurrection life begins here and now. But what does this resur-
rection life look like? How does the resurrection affect the way 
we live as part of the global community, and as part of our own 
local communities, churches and families?

S e g m e n t  F o u r 
The Significance of the Resurrection for the Christian Life (10:10)
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