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An Annotated Wish List for Changes
in/by God

1. Rather than a God of occasional disaster-rescue miracles, I want a God whose miracles

prevent the disasters in the first place.

2. Rather than a God who needed to retreat in order to leave room for human freedom and

love, I want a God who finds a less painful way to make freedom and love work.

3. Rather than a system set up so that those who suffer most are also the most vulnerable

(usually those who are poor), I want the wealthy to be the most vulnerable. An increase in

money beyond one’s necessity could inhibit the body’s production of antibodies.

4. Rather than children being at the mercy of nature and of other people, I want no one to

die or be physically or emotionally traumatized before turning twelve years old. Nobody.

And the only ones who die between thirteen and eighteen should be those whose decisions

represent a clear and present danger to others.

5. For every unethical action, there should be an equal and opposite reaction—immediately.

If you inflict suffering, you should immediately suffer accordingly.

6. I want a small indicator button, like a low-battery light, on the prominent C7 vertebrae

that protrudes slightly on the cervical spine at the base of the neck between the shoulders. A

gentle red light would glow forty-eight hours before death is irreversible, when the

downward spiral toward unconsciousness or pain has won. It would indicate time for final

goodbyes with loved ones and that a final welcome from God is imminent: “You’re released

from this life. Welcome into the next one.”

—From part one, “Confronting a Crisis of Faith”


