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Leroy Barber has spent 

decades pursuing 

reconciliation and justice 

among groups of vastly 

diverse people. He knows the 

challenge of embracing those 

who are difficult to embrace, 

yet he advocates that the way 

to radical shalom on earth is 

through pursuing these 

relationships. We have the 

opportunity as the people of 

God to bring true peace and 

unity to a world that 

desperately needs it. Embrace 

the challenge to show a 

divided world the bridge-

building power of God’s love. 

 

Pursuing Radical Shalom in a Divided World 
What inspired you to write Embrace: God’s Radical Shalom for a Divided World?  

Leroy Barber: I wrote this book because we are in some trying times, and I think we need to 

make a push toward deepening our relationships as a way to move us closer to seeing God’s 

kingdom break through in powerful ways during times of chaos like these. We don’t know 

each other, and that is causing us to hurt each other. Our lack of relational context is 

allowing injustice to continue, political systems to break down and violence to run rampant 

around the world. The greatest power we have available to us—relationships—is not being 

used to change the world as much as it could. It’s my belief that relationships move the 

world forward in positive ways. When we witness some great good, there are without a 

doubt friendships behind the scenes that made the difference. Large donations, peace 

processes between nations and even bipartisan advances in politics usually mean there is a 

good relationship in the background. If this is the case, then it is vital that we begin to relate 

to others in our lives. This will move the world forward in peace.  

 

Describe some of the “Babylons” in people’s lives.   

Barber: “Babylons” are anything different that you may identify as bad, less than or other. 

There are places and people in our lives that challenge us. The majority of us avoid these 

places because they are usually complicated and call for us to look beyond ourselves. The 

“Babylons” of our lives may be the very places we are called to love.  

 

What do our “Babylons” look like collectively?  

Barber: We are still very divided in the church and in life. Our country and world still allow 

us to stay close to our own “tribes,” and this often leads to hurt and misunderstandings as 

we encounter a diverse world. The hard places become things to avoid rather than 

something to embrace as a pursuit of peace. Our obsession with comfort bleeds over into our 

social lives and into our ability to speak truth in love, and we become isolated from people 

who are different. The “other” then becomes the outsider or enemy.  

 

What would happen if more of us reached out to the “other” and went into those hard 

places you write about?   

Barber: I hope to inspire people to explore this book together to not only love the people 

close to them better but to take a chance on loving someone they would rather avoid. I have 

found the deepest places of learning in the unexpected relationships with the “other” in my 

life. When I have embraced the people farthest from me, when I have loved beyond my 

circle, it has opened space for others and myself.  

 

You say that Embrace is a personal call to “embrace the hard places God calls us to, both 

physically and relationally, as his strategy for pursuing reconciliation between vastly 
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differing people.” How can we begin to do that?  

Barber: If we go through the awkward process of learning about the “other” or entering the 

hard place, I think we gain the ability to solve problems better. I think we make peace an 

option because we begin to see the humanity in everyone, and, ultimately, we look like the 

God we serve. He created us all as an expression of his image. We look more like him when 

we are together. 
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Read more about Barber’s 

work with The Voices Project 

at thevoicesconference.com.  

 

Follow Barber on Twitter: 

@LeroyBarber 

A Leading Voice in Justice and Reconciliation 

Leroy Barber has dedicated more than twenty-five years to eradicating poverty, confronting 

homelessness, restoring local neighborhoods, healing racism and living what Dr. King called 

“the beloved community.” He is the author of New Neighbor and Everyday Missions and 

coauthor of Red, Brown, Yellow, Black, White—Who’s More Precious in God’s Sight? with Velma 

Maia Thomas. He is also a contributing author to Tending to Eden by Scott Sabin and the 

groundbreaking book unChristian by David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons. 

 

The cofounder and director of The Voices Project and college pastor at Kilns College, Barber 

starts projects that shape society. Burdened by the plight of Philadelphia’s homeless, Barber 

and his wife, Donna, founded Restoration Ministries in 1989 to serve homeless families and 

children living on the streets. In 1994 he became the director of internship programs at 

Cornerstone Christian Academy.  

 

He was licensed and ordained at Mt. Zion Baptist Church where he served as youth director 

with Donna and also served as associate minister of evangelism. In 1997 he joined FCS 

Urban Ministries, working with Atlanta Youth Project to serve as the founding executive 

director of Atlanta Youth Academies, a private elementary school providing quality 

Christian education for low-income families in the inner city. He also helped found DOOR 

Atlanta, Community Life Church, South Atlanta Marketplace and Community Grounds 

Coffee shop in Atlanta as well as Green My Hood and The Voices Project.  

 

Barber is on the boards of The Simple Way, Missio Alliance, The Evangelical Environmental 

Network (EEN) and the Christian Community Development Association (CCDA). 

 

Barber and his wife Donna have been married thirty years and together they have five 

children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


