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Revised Edition of an Essential Ministry Resource
Most churches and faith communities segment their ministries by 
age and generation. But it was not always so. Throughout biblical 
tradition and the majority of history, communities of faith included 
people of all ages together in corporate worship, education, and 
ministry. The church was not just multigenerational; it was inter-
generational, with the whole church together and people of all ages 
learning from one another in common life.

In this comprehensive text, Holly Allen, Christine Lawton, and 
Cory Seibel offer a complete framework for intentional intergenera-
tional Christian formation. They provide the theoretical founda-
tions for intergenerationality, showing how learning and spiritual 
formation are better accomplished through intergenerational 
contexts. Then the authors give concrete guidance for intergenera-
tional praxis on how worship, learning, community, and service can 
all be achieved intergenerationally. Case studies of intergenerational 
congregations provide models for how a culture of intergeneration-
ality can be created in local churches.

This second edition has been revised and updated throughout with 
new empirical research, intergenerational spiritual practices, and 
Gen Z realities, with fresh stories of intergenerational formation 
both in the US and around the world. 

H O L L Y  C A T T E R T O N  A L L E N  (PhD, Talbot) served as professor 
of Christian ministries and family science at Lipscomb University in Nashville, 
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biennial conference for those who are passionate about intergenerational minis-
try. She is the author of Forming Resilient Children.
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education program at Concordia University Irvine. She is the author of several 
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“[Intergenerational Christian Formation] has become what I call 

the ‘bible’ of intergenerational ministry. It is the primary text for 

all college and seminary classes on intergenerational ministry and 

formation, is part of the bibliography of every book written on the 

topic since, and continues to guide the global conversation today.”

J A S O N  B R I A N  S A N T O S
pastor of Community Presbyterian Church in Lake City, Colorado
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PART 1: Generational Realities
1. A Changing Paradigm

2. What Is Happening and How Did 
We Get Here?

3. Why Bring the Generations 
Back Together? The Benefits of 
Intergenerationality

PART 2: Biblical and Theological 
Foundations

4. Critical Moments, Feasts, 
and House Churches: Biblical 
Foundations

5. The Intergenerational Dance: 
Forging an Intergenerational 
Ecclesiology

PART 3: Sociological, Theoretical, 
and Empirical Support

6. Becoming Christian in 
Community: Sociological 
Foundations

7. Gen Z, Millennials, Xers, 
Boomers, and Silents: 
Generational Theory

8. Growing Each Other Up: 
Theoretical Foundations

9. By the Numbers: Empirical 
Research

PART 4: Intergenerational Christian 
Formation Practices

10. Intergenerational Worship
11. Practicing Spiritual Disciplines 

Intergenerationally
12. Intergenerational Small Groups
13. Learning Experiences in 

Intergenerational Settings
14. Intergenerational Story Sharing
15. Intergenerational Service and 

Missions
16. Intergenerational and Intercultural 

Connections
17. Leadership: Fostering an 

Intergenerational Culture
18. Intergenerational Ministry: An 

Idea Whose Time Has Come


