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FREE AT LAST?
THE GOSPEL IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

The words of Martin Luther King Jr.'s “I Have a Dream”
speech have become enshrined in US history. But after the
end of King’s generation of leadership, what happened
to the African American struggle for freedom? Like the
ancient lsraelites, the African American community has
survived a four-hundred-year collective trauma. What
will it take for them to reach the promised land that King
foresaw—to be truly free at last?

In this classic historical and cultural study, Carl Ellis offers
an in-depth assessment of the state of African American
freedom and dignity. Stressing how important it is for
African Americans to reflect on their roots, he traces the
growth of Black consciousness from the days of slavery to
the 1990s, noting especially the contributions of King and
Malcolm X.

Ellis examines elements of Black culture and offers a
distinct perspective on how God is active in culture
more broadly. Free at Last? concludes with a call for new
generations of “jazz theologians” and cultural prophets
to revitalize the African American church and expand its
cultural range. The book also includes a helpful glossary of
people, events, and terms.

Ellis writes, “It is my prayer that the principles contained
in this book will play a role in building bridges of
understanding and facilitating reconciliation where there
has been alienation.”

With a new preface by the author, this groundbreaking
book is now available as part of the IVP Signature
Collection.

CARL F. ELLIS JR. isProvost's
Professor of Theology and Culture at
Reformed Theological Seminary. He is also
academic dean of The Makazi Institute,
which he cofounded to train the next
generation of high-level cultural analysts,
and he serves on numerous boards and as a
consultant on cultural matters.



